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From the Baron and Baroness… 

Unto the Populace of the Barony of Selviergard We send Greetings, 

 

A New Year is upon us! In just a few weeks we will be celebrating the 

end of Varyag and Trava's reign and seeing the beginnings of their 

Heirs. With winter days upon us let our hearts and dreams warm 

Oertha's halls for Coronet with great thunder and cheer for our 

royalty; the new King and Queen of the West, Prince and Princess of 

Oertha and those who will step into their place in Oerthan History. 

Luck and well wishes to those fighters and their consorts as they test 

their mettle upon the field of Coronet. 

  

For goals closer to home in Selviergard, let us renew or start anew all 

we dare to see to fruition. First, let us renew some of our old projects 

like the thrones and the proper name for our Herald office. Second, 

let us embrace our new friends and welcome them into Selviergard. 

Third, let our fighters swords and shields be known throughout 

Oertha, The West, and all the Knowne World. Hope you enjoy your 

new rattan! 

 

Fathir and Etain 

Selviergard, Baron and Banbhuran 

 

 

 

This is the January 2013 issue of The DragonTale, a publication of the Barony of 

Selviergard of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. (SCA, Inc.).  The 

DragonTale is available from the Baronial Chronicler.  It is not a corporate 

publication of SCA, Inc. and does not delineate SCA, Inc. policies.  Copyright © 

2013 Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc.  For information on reprinting 

photographs, articles, or artwork, please contact the Chronicler who will assist you 

in contacting the original creator of the piece.  Please respect the legal rights of our 

contributors. 

For information on reprinting photographs, articles, or artwork from this 

publication, please contact the Chronicler by e-mail to chronicler@selviergard.info  

who will assist you in contacting the original creator of the piece. Please respect 

the legal rights of our contributors. 
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Bránn's Lorem Ipsum 

A collection of strange and wondrous links found 

across the expanse of the Internet from Selviergard's 

Arts and Sciences Minister.  The following links 

represent information that, while diversified, are 

considered the best found online by the researcher. 

 

The Devil's Bible, or the Codex Gigas 

A paper on the origins, history, and creation of the 

world's largest book. 

 

A Comprehensive History of Beer Brewing 

An intensive study into the history of beer. 

 

Bodies: 16th Century English Support Garments 

A timeline of the appropriate underlinings for Tudor 

and Elizabethan ladies clothing. 

 

How To Look Good, Ancient: The Empress as the 

Imperial Model 

A dissertation on Roman women's clothing. 

 

The Company of the Bronze Ring 

A collection of Rapier related articles.  Be sure to 

check out the article on rubber band artillery. 

 

Viking Clothing Guides 

A collection of PDFs on clothing found and 

reconstructed, sorted by region, to aid historical re-

enactors.  I highly recommend exploring the links--

there's information on extant pieces that I have 

never seen. 

 

Domed Oblong Brooches of Vendel Period 

Scandanavia 

Ørsnes Types N and O and similar brooches, 

including transitional types surviving into the Early 

Viking period.  Lots of photos. 

 

Insular Dress in Early Medieval Ireland 

A paper by Maria Fitzgerald examining styles of dress 

portrayed in art work from the Book of Kells era. 

 

16th Century Bed Ryijy 

Documentation on a form of Scandinavian shaggy 

woven bed covering related to the Irish and Icelandic 

shaggy cloaks. 

 

Lower Class Men's and Women's Clothing of 1350 

An article on the above, covering all the pieces of 

men's and women's dress from around 1350.  Much 

of the information derives from the Luttrell Psalter. 

 

 

Selviergard's Spring Collegium 

March 9, 2013 
 

Come join the Barony of Selviergard at the Wasilla 
Boys and Girls Club for this year’s Spring Collegium—
a full day of classes, on any number of subjects. 
More information and schedules will be posted 
closer to event date. 
 
Classes are still to be determined—if you wish to 
volunteer your knowledge, please, contact the 
autocrat. 
 
If you are interested in teaching a class please 
contact the Autocrat with your class information 

prior to the end of January. I will available in person 
at Coronet, as well for those who would like to 
discuss class ideas. 
 
Class subject ideas include (but not limited to): 
clothing and other crafts, assorted history, fighting 
activities, and perhaps a class on dancing. 
 
Site Information: Boys and Girls Club of America / 
3700 E Bogard Rd / Wasilla AK 99654. Site Opens at 
11AM and closes at 7PM, plus time for takedown. 
 
Site Fee:  $5 for adults, children under 12 free. The 
Non-Member Surcharge ($5 as well) will be in place. 
 
Autocrat: Tiarna Bránn mac Finnchad 
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http://ils.unc.edu/courses/2011_summerI/wildemuth/Wheeler-PragueSeminarPaper.pdf
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Oerthan Winter Coronet 

January 19-20, 2013 

As the cold winter winds of the Arctic take hold, 
Their Highnesses Varyag and Trava, Prince and 
Princess of Oertha, invite one and all to bear witness 
to the selection of Their Heirs by right of combat and 
Their Investiture the following day. There will be a 
Roses Tourney for both heavy and rapier fighters 
after the Selection of the Heirs. 
 
The A&S contest is Heraldic Display in Any Mode. 
Entries must be new or not previously entered in a 
contest. Examples are scrolls, tabards, table settings, 
clothing, jewelry, wood boxes, etc. If you aren't sure 
of an item, please feel free to contact an autocrat or 
any A&S officer. 
 
Last Winter Coronet had seventeen marvelous 
entries and some very creative ones! As heraldry can 
be used in so very many ways, this is a great time to 
make something fun and new for yourself or perhaps 
even a gift. Documentation showing period examples 
will garner extra points, and documentation can be 
as simple as a picture from an illuminated 
manuscript or as complex as a research paper. Don't 
let it scare you; let it be a creative "jumping-off" 
point instead.  

His Highness' Whim is the performance of an 
ORIGINAL bardic piece (song, story, or poem) which 
depicts battle and creatively glorifies violence. Her 
Highness' Whim is for Shortbread Cookies. These will 
be judged upon taste, presentation, and 
documentation. The Autocrats have a whim for 
Banners! Personal, household, baronial, principality, 
kingdom or other; which should also be new or never 
entered in a competition before. 

Site information: Dimond Center Suite 233 (the old 
library on the 2nd floor), 800 East Dimond Blvd, 
Anchorage, AK 99515. Site is open from 10am 
Saturday to 6pm Sunday. Doors will be locked with 
security on staff overnight, but valuables should not 
be left. Lunch of soups and finger foods will be 
provided Saturday, and breakfast on Sunday. Site is 
very discreetly wet. 

Nearby hotels: the Dimond Center Hotel 

(http://www.dimondcenterhotel.com) is across the 
parking lot from the site. Nearby restaurants & 
dining: in the mall are Olive Garden, Subway, Famous 
Wok/Umi Sushi, L&L Hawaiian BBQ, Charley's 
Steakhouse, and more. Outside the mall are Gallo's, 
Red Robin, Haru Sushi, and Sicily's Pizza. 

Site fee: adults $15 (plus $5 for non-members), 
children 5-15 are $5, and under 5 are free. Family 
cap $40. Please make checks payable to SCA, Inc.-
Principality of Oertha. 
 
Driving directions: Take the Seward Highway to the 
Dimond exit. Turn west down Dimond Blvd. Turn left 
at the Dimond Center Dr. Turn left into the parking 
lot (by Olive Garden). Best parking for closest access 
to site is by American Eagle. Take escalators upstairs, 
and the site is directly ahead. There is access to an 
elevator for heavy items. 
 
Additional Site Information:  Table and Chair 
availability at this site is extremely limited. if you 
have portable chairs and tables you can bring, please 
plan on it. There will be access to elevators for 
hauling.  Fighters: We will be INDOORS on carpet, so 
please plan accordingly regarding your gear. 
  

There is no sink access to clean dishes on site.  
Please be prepared with an alternate plan. 

Autocrats: Anna di Caterina Neri (Georgia Pfile) AND 
Syr Viresse de Lighthaven (Kathy Judge). 

 

Her Highness Trava wishes to call forth artisans to 

commence the crafting of the ribbon roses that are 

given out at the Roses Tourney. All who wish to 

contribute their efforts will be greatly appreciated. 

 

Please bring your finished roses to Viscountess 

Heleyne or the Head of Court, Lady Vicana, before 

Opening Court at Coronet. 

 

Thank you, 

Vicountess Heleyne 
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Calendar of Events 

 

January 4 

Twelfth Night (West) 

 

January 5 

Fighter Practice (Selviergard) 

 

January 12 

Fighter Practice (Selviergard) 

 

January 19-20 

Winter Coronet (Oertha) 

 

January 26 

Fighter Practice (Selviergard) 

 

February 2 

Fighter Practice (Selviergard) 

 

February 9 

Fighter Practice (Selviergard) 

 

February 16 

Hearts Revel (Winter's Gate) 

 

February 16 

Fighter Practice (Selviergard) 

 

February 23 

Fighter Practice (Selviergard) 

 

 

 

 

Winter's Gate's Heart's Revel 

February 16, 2013 

“To wear your Heart upon your sleeve” 

The Barony of Winter’s Gate welcomes one and all to a Masquerade 
of the Heart on Saturday, February 16th, from 4 till 10 pm. Come 
join us in the warmth of revelry, friendship, and love.  

There will be dancing, games for all ages, and a bardic later in the 
evening. We invite you to dress in fancy dress and bring a masque 
to wear…we also throw out the challenge to dress as your favorite 
allegory. There will be a prize for the best costume. 

The Arts and Sciences competition is for the best masque, and as 
always, documentation is encouraged. 

Please bring a finger food to share that feeds at least 8 people. 
There will be Digby’s cheese (and possibly that new world chocolate 
stuff) provided for dipping.  

Site Information:  Site is open from 4pm till 10pm: 4523 Stanford 
Dr, Fairbanks AK 99709 (Please watch the list as there WILL be a site 
change) 

Site fee:  $5 dollars for members, $10 for non-members, $20 family 
cap, Ages 12 and under free. Please make checks out to "SCA, Inc -
Barony of Winters Gate" 

Autocrat: Margery Garret (Michele Griffin).  Please contact the 
autocrat with any questions or concerns. 
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Please send your artwork, articles, 

pictures, recipes, tales, and rhyme 

to feed the Dragon!  Submissions 

for the newsletter are due by 

January 25th. 

The next edition of the DragonTale 

will be published on: 

 February 1, 2013 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Three Drinking-horns of Cormac úa Cuinn 

Author: Unknown 

 

Once upon a time Aed Oridnide, son of Niall Frosach, son of 

Feargal, son of Maelduin, came to establish order in the 

province of Connacht. He crossed Eas Ruaid, and his table-

servants and his drinking-horns were lost therein. Aed came to 

Corca Tri, and rested at the house of the king of Corca Tri. Fifty 

of the kings of Erin accompanied Aed. 

 

Aed ate a meal on Sunday night along with the kings: but though he ate he drank not a draught, for he had no 

drinking-horn, because his horns and his quaighs were lost at Ath Enaig, above Eas Ruaid, as the army was 

crossing. His way was, that he drank never a draught from any other vessel, since he was weaned from his 

mother, save only from a horn.  

 

A grief it was for the king of Corca Tri and his consort that all should be drinking, and the king of Erin refusing to 

drink. Angal raised his hands to God, and persisted (?) in taking neither sleep nor food till morning. And on the 

morrow his wife said to him: ‘Go,’ said she, ‘to Guaire mac Colmain at Durlas (for that was the home of 

hospitality and generosity from the time of Dathi onward) to see if you would get a horn there through his 

hospitable bounty.’  

 

Angal, king of Corca Tri, stepped out through the door of the rath, and his right foot stumbled, so that a stone 

fell from its place in the fort; and it was the stone that covered the mouth of the flue wherein were the three 

horns that were the best in all Ireland; namely, the Twisted Horn, and the Litan, and the Eel.  

 

These were the cups that were brought by Cormac ua Cuinn over the sea; and Nia mac Lugna Firtri, the second 

foster-brother of Cormac ua Cuinn, had hidden them after Cormac was slain; and Cairbre Lifechair came over 

the sea, and though he found the other horns, these horns were not found till the time of the saints and of Aed 

Oridnide mac Neill. For a veil was spread over them by God, till He discovered them to the king of Corca Tri, by 

reason of his hospitable bounty. 

 

Angal offered thanks to God, and bore off the horns, full of mead all three. He put them in the hands of Aed 

Oirdnide, king of Erin, who gave thanks to God, and put the Litan in the hands of the king of Ulster, the Eel-Horn 

in the hands of the king of Connacht, and reserved to himself the Twisted Horn. 

 

Afterwards it descended to Maelsechlainn mac Domhnaill; and he offered it to God and to Ciaran, jointly, till the 

Day of Judgement. 

 

Brought to you by: 

Dun Glean Meadery 
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The Baronial Web Minister is responsible for 

maintaining the content of the website by ensuring 

that the Selviergard website is updated, follows both 

modern and Society rules that govern non-profit 

websites, and the dissemination of information that 

is helpful to members and prospective members 

alike.  On-the-Job training is available for those who 

are interested but do not have the technical skills 

required to complete the task at this time. 

 

Please submit your intent to the Baronial Seneschal. 

 

Officer Position Available: Web 

Minister 

 

The Barony of Selviergard is currently accepting 

applications for the position of Web Minister.  

Applicants should have experience working with 

computers and have access to the Internet.  In 

addition, the office requires that the individual 

maintain membership with the Society for Creative 

Anachronism. 

Selviergard Illustrative History:  

December 2012 

 

 

Selviergardians and visitors alike make merry at Selviergard's Jól event. 

 

Baron Fathir, seen here with Princess Trava, returned to the lands of 

Selviergard in time for the Selviergard Jól celebration. 

 

 

From the Chronicler… 

 

A new year brings so many changes; one of which is 

the layout of the DragonTale newsletter.  In an effort 

to present the news of the Barony the Chronicler 

team has decided to update and personalize the 

newsletter experience and bring its readers 

something new. 

 

As always, we are seeking your submissions for the 

newsletter; be it artwork, prose, stories, recipes, and 

any of the myriad of different things that the 

populace does between events.  If you have 

something that you would like to contribute, please 

contact the chronicler at chronicler@selviergard.info 

today! 

 

Kurios Halfdan "Two Bears" Ôzurrson, Chronicler 
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 and onward he fares in his folly. 
 
79. All will prove true that thou askest of runes -- 
 those that are come from the gods, 
 which the high Powers wrought, and which Odin 
 painted: 
 then silence is surely best. 

 

Maxims for All Men 
 
80. Praise day at even, a wife when dead, 
 a weapon when tried, a maid when married, 
 ice when 'tis crossed, and ale when 'tis drunk. 
 
81. Hew wood in wind, sail the seas in a breeze, 
 woo a maid in the dark, -- for day's eyes are 
 many, -- 
 work a ship for its gliding, a shield for its shelter, 
 a sword for its striking, a maid for her kiss. 
 
82. Drink ale by the fire, but slide on the ice; 
 buy a steed when 'tis lanky, a sword when 'tis 
 rusty; 
 feed thy horse neath a roof, and thy hound in 
 the yard. 
 
83. The speech of a maiden should no man trust 
 nor the words which a woman says; 
 for their hearts were shaped on a whirling wheel 
 and falsehood fixed in their breasts. 
 
84. Breaking bow, or flaring flame, 
 ravening wolf, or croaking raven, 
 routing swine, or rootless tree, 
 waxing wave, or seething cauldron. 

 

85. flying arrows, or falling billow, 
 ice of a nighttime, coiling adder, 
 woman's bed-talk, or broken blade, 
 play of bears or a prince's child, 
 
86. sickly calf or self-willed thrall, 
 witch's flattery, new-slain foe, 
 brother's slayer, though seen on the highway, 
 half burned house, or horse too swift -- 
 be never so trustful as these to trust. 
 
87. Let none put faith in the first sown fruit 

The Hávamál:  

The Words of Odin the High One 

 

The literary work that is the Hávamál is attributed to 

words spoke by Odin.  This single poem, found in the 

Poetic Edda, offers advice and words of wisdom on 

numerous subjects; much like its biblical counterpart 

The Book of Wisdom attributed to King Solomon.  

The Hávamál is comprised of eight parts; each with 

its own theme and storyline behind the writing. 

 

This is the third part of the Hávamál, continued from 

last month as the actual poem is extensive. 

 

73. Two are hosts against one, the tongue is the 
 head's bane, 
 'neath a rough hide a hand may be hid; 
 he is glad at nightfall who knows of his lodging, 
 short is the ship's berth, 
 and changeful the autumn night, 
 much veers the wind ere the fifth day 
 and blows round yet more in a month. 
 
74. He that learns nought will never know 
 how one is the fool of another, 
 for if one be rich another is poor 
 and for that should bear no blame. 
 
75. Cattle die and kinsmen die, 
 thyself too soon must die, 
 but one thing never, I ween, will die, -- 
 fair fame of one who has earned. 
 
76. Cattle die and kinsmen die, 
 thyself too soon must die, 
 but one thing never, I ween, will die, -- 
 the doom on each one dead. 
 
77. Full-stocked folds had the Fatling's sons, 
 who bear now a beggar's staff: 
 brief is wealth, as the winking of an eye, 
 most faithless ever of friends. 
 
78. If haply a fool should find for himself 
 wealth or a woman's love, 
 pride waxes in him but wisdom never 
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 nor yet in his son too soon; 
 whim rules the child, and weather the field, 
 each is open to chance. 
 
88. Like the love of women whose thoughts are lies 
 is the driving un-roughshod o'er slippery ice 
 of a two year old, ill-tamed and gay; 
 or in a wild wind steering a helmless ship, 
 or the lame catching reindeer in the rime-

 thawed fell. 

 

Lessons for Lovers 
 
89. Now plainly I speak, since both I have seen; 
 unfaithful is man to maid; 
 we speak them fairest when thoughts are falsest 
 and wile the wisest of hearts. 
 
90. -- Let him speak soft words and offer wealth 
 who longs for a woman's love, 
 praise the shape of the shining maid -- 
 he wins who thus doth woo. 
 
91. -- Never a whit should one blame another 
 whom love hath brought into bonds: 
 oft a witching form will fetch the wise 
 which holds not the heart of fools. 
 
92. Never a whit should one blame another 
 for a folly which many befalls; 
 the might of love makes sons of men 
 into fools who once were wise. 
 
93. The mind knows alone what is nearest the heart 
 and sees where the soul is turned: 
 no sickness seems to the wise so sore 
 as in nought to know content. 

 

Odin's Love Quests 
 
94. This once I felt when I sat without 
 in the reeds, and looked for my love; 
 body and soul of me was that sweet maiden 
 yet never I won her as wife. 
 
95. Billing's daughter I found on her bed, 
 fairer than sunlight sleeping, 
 and the sweets of lordship seemed to me 

 nought, 
 save I lived with that lovely form. 
 
96. "Yet nearer evening come thou, Odin, 
 if thou wilt woo a maiden: 
 all were undone save two knew alone 
 such a secret deed of shame." 
 
97. So away I turned from my wise intent, 
 and deemed my joy assured, 
 for all her liking and all her love 
 I weened that I yet should win. 
 
98. When I came ere long the war troop bold 
 were watching and waking all: 
 with burning brands and torches borne 
 they showed me my sorrowful way. 
 
99. Yet nearer morning I went, once more, -- 
 the housefolk slept in the hall, 
 but soon I found a barking dog 
 tied fast to that fair maid's couch. 

 

100.Many a sweet maid when one knows her mind 
 is fickle found towards men: 
 I proved it well when that prudent lass 
 I sought to lead astray: 
 shrewd maid, she sought me with every insult 
 and I won therewith no wife. 
 
Odin's Quest after the Song Mead 
 
101.In thy home be joyous and generous to guests 
 discreet shalt thou be in thy bearing, 
 mindful and talkative, wouldst thou gain wisdom, 
 oft making me mention of good. 
 He is "Simpleton" named who has nought to say, 
 for such is the fashion of fools. 
 
102.I sought that old Jötun, now safe am I back, 
 little served my silence there; 
 but whispering many soft speeches I won 
 my desire in Suttung's halls. 
 
103.I bored me a road there with Rati's tusk 
 and made room to pass through the rock; 
 while the ways of the Jötuns stretched over and 
 under, 
 I dared my life for a draught. 
 

Hávamál, continued from Page 7 
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Roger and Zanobia 

King & Queen of the West 

crown@westkingdom.org 

 

 

Varyag and Trava 

Prince & Princess of Oertha 

royals@oertha.westkingdom.org 

 

 

Fathir and Étáin 

Baron & Baroness, Selviergard 

baronage@selviergard.info 

 

Regnum 

 

 

 

 

Seneschal (Acting) 

Nemonna Vicanna 

seneschal@selviergard.info 
 
Minister of Arts and Sciences 

Bránn mac Finnchad 

arts@selviergard.info 
 

Chatelaine 

Rolynnda of the Azure Stone 

chatelaine@selviergard.info 
 

Chronicler 

Halfdan "Two Bears" Ôzurson 

chronicler@selviergard.info 
 

Constable 

Ciarán Ó Cearbhaill 

constable@selviergard.info 
 

Exchequer 

Rolynnda of the Azure Stone 

exchequer@selviergard.info 
 

Herald 

Alicianne of Sprucewood 

herald@selviergard.info 
 

Knight Marshal 

Sextus Valerius Cruscillus 

marshal@selviergard.info  
 

Web Minister 

VACANT 

webminister@selviergard.info  

 

 
 
 

Photos by Kurios Halfdan "Two Bears" Ôzurrson and 

Nemona Vicanna. Clipart provided by SCA.org, The 

Goode Cookery website, and classroomclipart.com.  

All articles sourced as available. 

 

 

 

Crusillus and Kenneth Haldane play with swords at the Jól event. 

 

The closing court of their Excellencies for the day in which Ciarán and 

Aine were recognized for their service to Selviergard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did You Know… 

 

The Order of the Pelican was created on October 22, 

1972 by the Imperial Electors to originally honor 

Imperial staff who worked in service to the Society.  

The tradition continues to this day to honor those 

who excel in Service; not by Imperial Electors but by 

both King and the members of the Order of the 

Pelican working together. 
 

Source:  The West Kingdom History Page 

 

History, continued from Page 6 

 

http://history.westkingdom.org/Year7/OctoberCrown.htm

