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Words From the Baron… 
Unto the populace of Selviergard, 
 

Happy New Year! A new year means new beginnings for many 
people. Let us take the time to renew old friendships and create new 
ones as we progress through the year. Remember that patience, 
understanding, and courtesy are some of the foundations of our 
group and let that lead you into the upcoming year as we work 
together to celebrate Selviergard in all its many peoples and 
accomplishments. 
 
I wish to thank Viscountess Dagmar the Red and her Autocrat team 
for such a wonderful Yule celebration in these lands. It was a joy to 
see everybody with smiling faces. Selviergard celebrated the Yule 
season with fun and revelry with family from all over the Principality, 
and for that the Autocrat and her team should be applauded. The 
event was spectacular and one that will not be forgotten in quite 
some time. 
 
Oertha's Winter Coronet is fast approaching. Along with celebrating 
the reign of Gregor and Isabella we also will be welcoming in Their 
Heirs as well. This Winter Coronet is sure to be memorable and our 
Cousins to the North are in full swing for preparing for an 
unforgettable event. Take a moment to consider entering something 
of yours into one (or more) of the many competitions…let us show 
everybody that Selviergard is just as skilled in the Arts and Sciences 
as we are with war. 
 
 

In Service, 

Halfdan 
Barônos of Selviergard 
 

 

 

 

www.selviergard.westkingdom.org 
 

This is the Januayr 2015 issue of The DragonTale, a publication of the Barony of 
Selviergard of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. (SCA, Inc.).  The 
DragonTale is available from the Baronial Chronicler.  It is not a corporate 
publication of SCA, Inc. and does not delineate SCA, Inc. policies.  Copyright © 
2015 Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc.  For information on reprinting 
photographs, articles, or artwork, please contact the Chronicler who will assist you 
in contacting the original creator of the piece.  Please respect the legal rights of our 
contributors. 
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Oerthan Winter Coronet 
Contest Information on p. 5 
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Selviergard’s Yule Celebration 

Event Report  
 
Eskalya's Yule celebrations were a joy to 
attend. In the spirit of giving, the site fee was 
donations to the Brother Francis Shelter, many 
things were collected, thanks to all who 
contributed! The populace was treated to the 
aromas of a well prepared meal which included 
yummy pretzels for snacks during the day.   
 

 
Brànn, Aldyen, and Sevastian hang the Barony of 
Eskalya banner behind head table, under the 
direction of Baroness Elspeth. Photo by Marjorie de 
ffeyrefeld. 
 
Court was a quick affair, with only two orders of 
business.  Her Excellency Elsepeth awarded 
Celestria with the Silver Bough.  Their 
Highnesses, Gregor and Isabella, gifted the 
children with indoor plushie snowballs.  The 
adults were invited to play as well, and a 
snowball fight ensued. 

For myself, the snowball fight was the highlight of 
the day.  Despite my inability to throw straight, 
it's not every day that you get the opportunity to 
fling snowballs at children, adults, and nobility 
with no repercussions.  In fact, so much fun was 
had that to date, no still photography has 
appeared, although video was taken of a portion 
of the escapade. 
 

 

Raina, Madeline and Marjorie work on scribal arts.  
Photo by Halfdan Ozurrson. 

The Mistress of Ambrosia contest was won by Sheryl 
of Eskalya, with her entry of a pear tarte. 

Argent Olifant exchange went well, with card woven 
trim and a lovely purple and gold scarf jumping to the 
head of the covetted items. 

Feast was a delightful affair, with a variety of period 
dishes, including Cormarye and (fake) Pigeons 
Stewed.  Leftovers were provided to a grateful 
populace. 

There was plenty of time for catching up, browsing 
books, and other quiet pleasantness.  Yule gifts took 
many forms baked goods abounded, and were joined 
by ornaments, hand crafted ointments, and spices.   
All were appreciated. 

The Selviergard Associated Press 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 
 

 
January 2-4 

12th Night Coronation 
Kingdom of the West 

 
January 18-20 

Winter Coronet 
Principality of Oertha 

 
February 21 
Heart’s Revel 

Barony of Winter's Gate 
 

February 24-March 1 
Estrella War 

Kingdom of the West 
 

 
Events further out can be found online on the 
Oerthan calendar.  Make sure to check it out!  
Autocrats and Seneschals:  It is important to 

advertise your events! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Historical Items Needed for Project 
The Selviergard History Project is in need of many items to help 
define the history of this group.  Photographs, stories, old 
newsletters, and other historical items are requested.  These items 
will be scanned or photographed, notated, and published on the 
History website so that they can be seen by others and preserved 
for future generations. 

If you haven't visited the history site lately you may want to.  
Simply follow the link below to see what we have preserved so far.   

We are always looking for more items.  If you are interested in 
helping out, please contact the Baron of Selviergard who will assist 
you. 

selviergard.westkingdom.org/history 

 

Wanted 
Articles to be included in future issues of the DragonTale.  We need YOU.  In particular, the office of the 
Chronicler is requesting articles on: 

• Personas, who are you?  Why did you pick your persona, period, country of origin? 

• Recipes.  Lotsa yumminess has been available at feast, share your knowledge, share your recipes! 

• Projects.  What have you been working on lately?  New armor techniques? Sewing projects?  Trying your 
hand at haberdashery, cobblering, smithing, scribing, or some other period profession?   

• Newbie info.  What drew you to the SCA?  What do you wish you had known at your first event?   
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Selviergard’s Yule Celebration 

Event Report 
 

 
The Yule season is an important part of 
Selviergardian tradition. Not only is it a time to 
visit with family and friends in a warm hall, but it 
is also a time to remember when two groups 
joined together to form the Barony of Selviergard 
so many years ago. This year's Yule celebration, 
hosted by Viscountess Dagmar the Red, was no 
exception and was a wonderful way to enjoy the 
holidays in Selviergardian style…for the fun of it! 

The populace gathers together in preparation for the Yule festivities to begin. 
Photograph by Marjorie de ffeyrefeld. December 6, 2014. 
 

Gentles from all over the Principality of Oertha 
came together to enjoy each other's company, 
sample the fine food, and of course, to witness a 
fun tournament. Her Highness, Princess 
Isabella, and Her Excellency, Baroness Elspeth 
of Eskalya were also in attendance, adding to 
the holiday cheer. 

 
After a brief opening court with Baron Halfdan in 
which his Excellency welcomed all; the main 
activity prepared to move outside. Fighters, both 
heavy and rapier, readied themselves for the 
tournament. Even though the weather was cold 
many people came out, bundled in warm winter 
cloaks and hats, to watch the skill and accuracy 
of the fighters. At the end of the Round Robin 
tournaments it was Donna Étaín O'Rowarke who 
won the Rapier Tournament while the Warlord of 
Selviergard, Viscount Fergus mac Thomais, won 
the Heavy Tournament. 
 

 

 
Donna Étaín O'Rowarke and Lady Angela of Eskalya cross blades during the 
tournament. Photograph by Halfdan Ôzurrson. December 6, 2014. 
 

After the tournaments it was once again time to 
enjoy the warm hall with family and friends. As is 
customary during the holiday season: gifts were 
exchanged between guests and the sound of 
laughter filled the hall as friendships were 
renewed and created. 
Feast was a wonderful activity with a good 
portion being provided by the Barony. 
Celebrants brought food items to share as well 
which ensured that there was plenty to eat for 
everybody…another Selviergardian tradition. 
 
In the final court of the day Baron Halfdan 
welcomed several newcomers who were in 
attendance with a gift of a coin of the realm. In 
addition to words from the Autocrat and from the 
Baron himself; the officers were presented with 
gifts for their services to the Barony of 
Selviergard. Additional gifts were the children in 
attendance helping to add to the holiday cheer. 
Last, but not least, Yuki of Selviergard was 
recognized for her artistic endeavors by the 
Baron and admitted into the Companions of the 
Or Claymore, an honor that recognizes artistic 
ability in Selviergard. Yuki of Selviergard was 
also recognized by Princess Isabella and 
presented with an Award of Arms. 
The event was spectacular and full of cheer; the 
exact way that a celebration of the season 
should be.  
 
The Selviergard Associated Press  
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Oerthan Winter Coronet Arts and 
Sciences Competitions 
This is the complete list of Arts and Sciences 
Competitions at Winter Coronet--with a total of 18 
separate competitions to date and covering almost 
every possible subject—come and enter as many as 
possible. If you just want to show off a project, 
finished or not, an A&S display table will be available. 

Some items may be entered into multiple 
competitions (given sufficient creativity)…with the 
exception of the two brewing competitions—it is 
asked that separate brews be used for each. A strong 
suggestion is that if you do a multiple category entry, 
please provide separate documentation for each 
category. 

If there are any questions, please contact the 
Oerthan A&S Officer Bránn Mac Finnchad or the 
Coronet A&S Coordinator Margery Garret. 

Dust off those tools, and get to crafting, punning, 
and general mayhem! 

Principality A&S Competition: Manuscripts 
as…documentation! The competition is to produce 
an item based on an example from a period 
illumination. This can be clothing, tools…even a 
display of nasty martial arts techniques (as long as 
they are safe for participants and onlookers); 
another option is the scrollwork route—make a scroll 
in the style of a specific example (or a bound book!); 
and lastly (for the moment), you could decorate an 
object in the finest manuscript style—whether it is a 
chest, plate, or…err…banner! 

A copy of the inspiring page or pages must be 
included in the entry. As always, written 
documentation is appreciated, and garners extra 
points. If you have any questions about your idea, 
and whether it counts, please contact Brann mac 
Finnchad forthwith—particularly if you get your 

heart set on a piece reproducing a piece which is 
found in artwork which is not actually a manuscript 
page (such as a woodcut, or tapestry…but no 
portraits). 

His Highness’ Whim: Norse (or Viking) Armor in Any 
Mode. This can be actual armor, something bardic, 
or even a subtlety that looks like armor. 
Documentation is, of course, a bonus. 

Her Highness’ Whim: “Viking” Accessories. Anything 
and everything Norse (Belts, Bags, Jewelry, horns 
were all specifically mentioned). 

Their Highness’ Whim: They would like to see 
Banners at Winter Coronet. The Banners should be 
no larger than 2' wide by 4' long, and can be made 
using any materials and techniques you want to use. 
Classes on silk painting will be offered at the William 
Tell and/or Fall Captaincy events. 

Autocrat’s Whim: 15th and 16th Century clothing, 
complete with headgear. Think English Tudors and 
Elizabethan, Flemish, Germans, Italians….The desire 
is for a full outfit, top to bottom, so headwear is a 
must. Documentation is desired. 

Winter’s Gate's A&S: This challenge is in the form of 
Breads. Hard breads, soft breads, rolls, buns, sweet, 
and/or savory; all breads are welcome! Try your 
hand at a period recipe and give baking a go. Tweak 
a period recipe to fit modern needs if you need to 
(gluten free, no eggs, etc) and just state in your 
documentation the changes made and reasons why 
you chose the substitution you did. Documentation is 
strongly encouraged. If a recipe has already been 
redacted, or if you redacted it yourself, state that in 
your documentation. 

Eskalya’s A&S: Challenge in the theme of alcohol. 
This year the focus is metheglin and its various sub-
categories (for questions contact Leona the Mouse). 
Documentation is a huge plus. The judging panel 

Continued on Page 6… 
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looks forward, as always, to seeing what the brewers 
of Oertha can create. While the entry does not have 
to have been made specifically for the competition 
(i.e. after Summer Coronet this year), no examples 
which are sold commercially may be entered. In 
addition, it is asked that you do not enter the same 
brew into both brewing competitions. 

Selviergard’s A&S: Tabletop Catapults. The challenge 
is to build a working siege engine (trebuchet, onager, 
or ballista) in fun size. The competition is for 
distance, so wind up those torsion skeins and dig out 
your weights. The ammo used will be standard 
Oerthan (Stale marshmallows), and the catapult 
must fit within a One Foot Cube. 

Pavlok Gorod’s A&S: Bears in Any Mode—bonus 
points if the entry is fuzzy, furry, and possibly cuddly. 
As always, documentation also garners points. 

Gryphon CellarMasters (brewers guild): Meads, 
Beers, and Cysers. Period recipes with 
documentation is a plus, but taste is paramount! 
Shake off those carboys, clean out the bottles and 
get brewing! One bottle (12 oz) will suffice, but two 
is better! 

Ivory Thimble (needle-workers guild): A piece of 
finished period embroidery. Examples include (but 
are not limited to) napkins, clothing, favors, hats, and 
gloves. Bonus points for documentation. 

Arachne’s Web (lace-makers guild): A sample of 
period Lace. Extra points will be given for 
documentation and additional points if it is finished 
in a period manner (on clothing, napkin, etc). 
Examples of period lace include: woven netting, 
cutwork, woven lace, needle lace (Punto in Aria), and 
bobbin lace. Fillet Crochet and Hardanger are both 
acceptable as lace, but their period use is gray…if you 
find documentation of pre-1600’s use, you will 
receive extra, extra bonus points  

Competitions; continued from Page 6 

 

Herbalists & Leechcraft guild: Bruise balms. 
Documentation is encouraged and safe to use brews 
are a must. 

Measure for Measure (cooking guild): Desserts. 
Create a dessert from a period recipe. The dessert 
will be judged on its documentation, whether it was 
redacted or from an already redacted recipe, its 
appearance, and its flavor. 

Silver Spindle (spinner and weavers guild): Wool in 
any mode…Spun into yarn, woven, felted, and/or 
sewn into something. Be creative. It’s a fiber guild so 
needs to incorporate weaving, spinning or felting 
into the contest entry. Buying wool fabric and 
making something nifty will look cool but not meet 
the intent of the contest. However, spinning wool 
into yarn and embroidering something, felting wool 
into fabric and embroidering on it with purchased 
string, or weaving a piece of fabric with purchased 
yarn are all acceptable entries. As always, 
documentation is strongly encouraged. 

Sticks and Bones (gamer's guild): A Byzantine Chess 
Tournament shall be run through during the Coronet 
event by Mistress Étaín O'Rowarke. 

Bards of Oertha: This challenge is for the retelling of 
a Norse Myth or Saga. Any method of "telling" 
allowed (mime, puppets, play, song, etc.), with a 10 
minute maximum time for the performance. Entries 
may be done singly or in teams. There will be bonus 
points given for authenticity of the performance and 
also for documentation of the tale and/or 
performance. 

Guild O’Radnor (the punster’s guild): Dust off your 
silly hats and come up with a Viking themed Filk….If 
you don’t know what a filk is, ask your local bard 
However, there are lots of filk in your songbook, like 
“Colorful Bruise”, “Here Comes Kylson”, and even 
“The Barneybub Song”. Have fun and be creative! 
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Baronial Positions Available 
The following officer positions and/or deputy 
positions are currently open or looking for a 
replacement within the Barony of Selviergard.  
Please take a moment to look over the current 
listings and see if you would like to help our group 
grow. 

For most cases training is available.  If you would like 
to determine what the job entails and how you can 
help the Barony then please feel free to contact the 
officer or the baronial Seneschal. 

Chatelaine 

Constable 

Applicants for these positions are asked to send a 
Letter of Intent / SCA Resume to the Baronial 
Seneschal for consideration at:  

seneschal@selviergard.westkingdom.org 

 

Regnum 
 

 
Mikolaj and Arianwen 
King & Queen of the West 
crown@westkingdom.org 
 
 

Gregor and Isabella 
Prince & Princess of Oertha 
royals@oertha.westkingdom.org 
 
 

Halfdan "Two Bears" Ôzurarson 
Baron of Selviergard 
baron@selviergard.westkingdom.org 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Seneschal 
Claire Elana de Montfort 
seneschal@selviergard.westkingdom.org 
  
Minister of Arts and Sciences 
Dagmar the Red 
aands@selviergard.westkingdom.org 
 
Chatelaine 
VACANT 
chatelaine@selviergard.westkingdom.org 
 

Chronicler  
Marjorie de ffeyrefeld 
chronicler@selviergard.westkingdom.org 
 
Constable 
VACANT 
constable@selviergard.westkingdom.org 
 
Exchequer 
Rolynnda of the Azure Stone 
exchequer@selviergard.westkingdom.org 
 
Herald 
Aislynn Denard of Dragon's Lair 
herald@selviergard.westkingdom.org 
 
Knight Marshal 
Fergus MacThomais 
marshal@selviergard.westkingdom.org 
 
Web Minister 
Sextus Valerius Crusillus 
webminister@selviergard.westkingdom.org 

 
 
  

 

Please send your artwork, articles, pictures, recipes, 
tales, and rhyme to feed the Dragon!  Submissions 

for the newsletter are due by January 25th. 

The next edition of the DragonTale, the newsletter 
for the Barony of Selviergard, will be published in 

February 2015 

 

Photographs by Lady Marjorie de ffeyrefeld, and Baron Halfdan 
Ozurrson.   Illuminated Scroll by Lady Aethelwyn of Ashgrove.  

Clipart provided by The Goode Cookery website, Clipartsfree.net,  
Marjorie de ffeyrefeld and the West Kingdom website. 

 

 


