
THE DRAGON TAIL 

This is the April 2017 issue 
of the Dragon Tail, a publica-
tion of the barony of Selvier-
gard, of the Society for Crea-
tive Anachronism, Inc., 
(SCA, Inc.) The Dragon Tail 
is available from the Baronial 
Chronicler. It is not a corpo-
rate publication of the SCA, 
Inc. policies. Copyright 2017 
Society for Creative Anach-
ronism, Inc. For information 
on reprinting photographs, 
articles, or artwork, please 
contact the chronicler, who 
will assist you in contacting 
the original creator of the 
piece. Please respect the 
legal rights of our contribu-
tors. 

In This Issue 

 Words from the Baron 

 Words from The Coronets 

 Running Walls 

 Medievil Games Day 

 Principality Collegium  

 Spring Offensive 

Spring in Oertha, Soren and Alienor, Prince and Princes of Oertha at Hra-

fafjordr Newcomers Event 

Barony of Selviergard   April 2017 

Live music is performed with gusto and grace at the Barony of Winter’s Gate Heart’s 

Revel.  February 18, 2017.  Photograph by Halfdan Ozurrson. 



From the Baron… 

Unto the Populace, 

As the warmer months are right around the corner it is time to prepare for the camping season—finding your 
pavilion, dusting off those camp chairs, and getting the bardic books ready.  There are many activities and 
events this season in the Principality of Oertha and being prepared means, well, being prepared.   

In the merry month of May the Barony of Selviergard will come together to celebrate our annual Spring 
Offensive; a tradition of this group that has been going on for some time in which we celebrate the return of 
the sun with fun and fighting in our own unique style.  So break out your best ‘offensive’ garb; find your ele-
phant codpiece and finish up those buttonholes on your Captain America cotehardie for the celebration is 
almost upon us all. 

Over the next several months we will be focusing on the business side of the Barony of Selviergard.  First of 
all, we are looking for a new populace badge for the Barony.  A populace badge is a great way to show your 
membership in our Barony and can be displayed in several different ways.  Submit your ideas and help the 
Barony of Selviergard continue to grow!  Second, we are looking at adding more awards for the Barony of 
Selviergard.  We are a diverse group of individuals who excel in many different things—more awards means 
that there are more opportunities to give recognition to those who are greatly deserving.  You can find more 
information regarding these two initiatives in this newsletter. 

As always, if you have award recommendations please let me know.  There are many worthy gentles in need 
of recognition not only in our own Barony, but the Principality and Kingdom of the West as well.  Awards are a 
wonderful way to encourage others to continue to grow and thrive in The Dream as we recognize them for 
their diverse works and efforts.  You can give me an award recommendation at any event I am in attendance 
at or send them electronically. 

 

 

In Service, 

Halfdan 

Baronos of Selviergard, Tyrant of the Eagle River 

 

 

 



From the Prince and Princess 
 
 

Greetings Unto the Chronicler of the West and Those of Oertha! 
 
It's April in the North and winter begins to release its icy grip on our beloved Principality of Oertha. As the snow melts, Oer-
than’ s have more opportunities to travel within Our lands.  His Highness and I are looking forward to Fool's Revel in Win-
ter’s Gate and Beltane in the Shire of Hrafnafjörðr and most especially to the highly anticipated Principality Collegium on 
the 22nd.  As Our Reign is focused on celebrating the Arts and Sciences, We encourage our populace to volunteer, to 
teach, and to learn at this event and to enter the rescheduled Oerthan Arts & Sciences Championship contest for Textiles: 
Small Item of Clothing.    
Greetings Unto the Populace of Oertha! 
 
  
Soren and Alienor 
Prince and Princess of Oertha 
 

                                      Prince and Princess at Shire of Hrafnafjörðr New Comers Event 
 



Medieval Game Day! 
When:  April 1st 3pm-5pm  

 

Where: Soldotna Library: 235 N Binkley St, Soldotna, Alaska 99669 

 

Come and join us for a day of fun and laughter as we learn different games from long ago! Learn how to 

create the game boards and how to play them!!  

Principality Collegium  

When: April 22 10am –April 23 4pm 

Where:  314 South Chandalar Dr, Fairbanks, AK 99709 

Classes! Lots of Classes! Learn all the things!  

We still have class slots to fill! If you have something, a skill, a service, an art, that you would like to teach to the people of Oertha, 

contact me so I can get you on the class list! 

Teachers who have already offered to teach a class, please send me your class description (including class size limits and any 

class fees if applicable ) by April 1st! 

~Anna 

Selviergard Spring Offensive  

When: May 19th to 21st, 2017  

Where: Houston Campground, Houston, Alaska , Autocrat: Viscount Fergus MacThomais, OP 

Once again the Warlords Horn will sound to call the fighters of Oertha together for the annual Spring Offensive. Join the Barony 

of Selviergard on the field of battle and prepare your units for the upcoming Wolf Wars.   

We will be running a number of scenarios to prepare all fighters for the war field. There will be open field battles, a woods battle 

and bridges to fight for control. Now is the time to breakout your camping equipment and repair your armor and weapons, test 

your skills on the battlefield and see how comfy your camp can be. There will be a potluck feast with the main meats sponsored 

by the barony. We will have archery and thrown weapons competitions, cooking contests and the offensive garb wars and chil-

dren’s activities. All fighting will include heavy and rapier scenarios.  

Mark your calendars for this annual event in Sunny Selviergard.  

Site will open at 5pm Friday and close at 4pm Sunday. 

Site Fees: $10 members, $15 non members, Children $7 members, $12 non member, Family $30. 

Camp site fees to be paid to the city of Houston separately. ($7 night). 

  



Medieval Love Celebrated: No Casualties 
Event Report for the Barony of Winter’s Gate Heart’s Revel 

Something was in the air, and yes, it was love in the Barony of Winter’s Gate during the cold month of February.  The popu-

lace held a Heart’s Revel in which the two sides of medieval love, the beautiful and the bawdy, were celebrated by members 

from around the Principality. 

Many people from the Principality of Oertha travelled the wintry roads including Alienor, Princess of Oertha, as well as the 

baronage of both Eskalya and Selviergard.  The hall was filled with many people who traveled far to spend time with family 

and friends in the Barony of Winter’s Gate and celebrate love. 

Upon entering the hall there was a surprise for many; musicians were ready to play a variety of dance music for the assem-

bled populace.   Truly a delight to behold and listen to; these travelers brought with them a variety of musical instruments 

which many people gathered around to not only listen to and dance but to take part in with instruments of their own. 

 

Live music is performed with gusto and grace at the Barony of Winter’s Gate Heart’s Revel.  February 18, 2017.  Photograph 

by Halfdan Ozurrson. 

The first half of the event was devoted to the beautiful and the populace was entertained with a variety of competitions that 

exemplified this side of Medieval love.  There was a competition for finger foods, odes to courtly love, tokens of love, as well 

as the baronial whims of edible tarts and period jewelry based on medieval manuscripts.   

The finger food competition was won by Mistress Magdalena Georg'eva Oshitkovna Ochakovicha with an amazing tasty treat 

that disappeared quickly.  The Best Ode was won by both Mistress Lilla æt Sceaphylle and Lord Rin McCray who serenaded 

their loved ones with grand words and made the object of their love blush and smile. The Best Token of Love was entered by 

Mistress Margery Garret, Sir Culan mac Cianain, and Yamano Yuki-san who won the competition with a braid of her own hair 

cut at the event.  The Tarts competition was won by Mistress Morgana yr Oerfa with Tiarna Brann mac Finnchad coming in a 

close second.  The Baroness’ Whim of period jewelry was won by Sir Culan mac Cianain with an amazing entry showcasing 

both outstanding artistic ability. 



Mistress Lilla æt Sceaphylle serenades her love, Viscount Nathan Hartman, with beautiful words at the Barony of Winter’s Gate Heart’s 

Revel.  February 18, 2017.  Photograph by Halfdan Ozurrson. 

A court was held in the middle of the event in which Baron Braun of Winter’s Gate welcomed all to the cold lands of his Barony and 

acknowledge the visitors who travelled far.  In his court, Baron Braun bestowed the Silver Swan, an award for excellence in the arts 

and sciences, to Natasha and Nicolle Minnerly and Nick of Winter’s Gate—the musicians who performed and entertained those with 

great desire to dance. 

Princess Alienor also had business in court in which she recognized several individuals of her northern-most barony.  Lady Talorc Caer 

Arienrhold was honored with the Diamond Willow for her abilities in the Arts and Sciences and Astrid of Winter’s Gate was honored 

with the Order of the Orion for her skill in Archery.  Additionally in court, Princess Alienor took fealty and homage from the populace 

that wished to do so. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Princess Alienor of Oertha takes homage from the assembled populace during court at the Barony of Winter’s Gate Heart’s Revel.  

February 18. 2017.  Photograph by Yamano Yuki. 



There was a break for dinner in which many people stayed to enjoy each the others company.  The dinner break also served 

to distinctly delineate the different activities and allow those with children to take them home in preparation for a more adult 

themed evening. 

The last half of the event was devoted to the bawdy—and this part of the event was rated “parental guidance very much sug-

gested”.  Again, competitions were offered to entertain the populace which included aphrodisiacs, Medieval pick-up lines, and 

bawdy love tokens. 

The Aphrodisiac competition was won by Lady Cassandra of Winter’s Gate who entered red-wine treats which were wonder-

fully delicious and quite a delight.  The Medieval Pick-up lines were presented to Baron Halfdan of Selviergard and judged by 

the populace.  This competition was entered by Baroness Clare Elana of Eskalya, Master Khevron Oktavii Tikhikovich Vorot-

nikov, Mistress Sapphira the Navigator, Lord Rin McCray, and Lord Hans Schaffer.  While many of the competitors were prob-

ably thrown into confusion with a Baron being the subject of the contest; all did a spectacularly wonderful job in making Baron 

Halfdan blush and laugh out loud.  In the end it was Mistress Sapphira who won by countering many of the pickup lines with 

her own witty humor.   

 

Mistress Sapphira the Navigator attempts to woo Baron Halfdan of Selviergard with witty Medieval Pick- Up lines at the Baro-

ny of Winter’s Gate Heart’s Revel.  February 18, 2017.  Photograph by Yamano Yuki. 

The final competition, that of bawdy love tokes was won by Lady Talorc Caer Arienrhold who entered the competition with an 

interesting braided rope of which its use will be left to the gentle reader’s imagination. 

The end of the event, late in the evening, saw many people with smiles and laughter as another wonderful event was enjoyed 

by all in attendance.  The autocrat, Mistress Margery Garret and her co-Autocrat, Baroness Elisheva bint Sitt al-Sirr, put on a 

memorable event—one that will undoubtedly be talked about for many years to come. 

The Selviergard Associated Press 



Creating a Running wall. 

Here is something that can add to the pageantry and grandeur of our camps at events. One of the sim-

plest items to dress up a camp are running walls. They can be used to define an area and cover mun-

dane items like modern tents. One of the things you will see at large outside events are wall around en-

campments, these serve to define their space and limit entry to a single gateway, most kingdom en-

campments have a gate or wall to define their areas. 

Building running wall panels is simple and inexpensive, some panels are painted to look like stone 

walls of wood walls, others are painted with the devices of the occupants, and anything you can think of 

can and probably has been done. I have seen the 10’x20’ carports painted to look like a stone cottage 

with windows added, from 20 feet away they look solid. The best materials to use for these walls are 

queen size bedsheets, you can buy used ones at thrift stores for just a couple of dollars, depending on 

what you are going to paint on them will determine the base color, or get plain white or off white sheets 

and dye them the color you want. Once you have your fabric roll two opposite edges and sew them full 

length to make a sleeve on each side  that will fit up to a 2”x2” wood pole or a 1” pvc pipe. When that is 

done, make a cut every 6” along the sleeve, this will make tabs that can be interwoven to add multiple 

panels. (See Drawings)  Next find a wall that you can hang up the fabric on tightly and draw your de-

vice or other decoration onto the fabric, once you have your drawing, use latex paint and paint your 

panel, be sure to put plastic sheeting behind your fabric as it will bleed through. 

Frames and portable holes will give rigidity to your panels, most frame types are cheap to build, and 

each wall section will need 2 upright poles either 2x2s or 1” PVC pipe.  Your choice of materials will dic-

tate the size of portable hole you will need. By using portable hole the number of tie down ropes is re-

duced. 

 

 

     

                        Period Rendering                                                   Modern Version 

Any kind of design can be painted on a panel to fit your personas time frame and artistic desires. 

 



Proposed Awards for the Barony  

Baronial Business 

Recently the topic of new awards was brought up at the last business meeting in which Baron Halfdan, working with the Baroni-

al Herald, wanted to institute new awards in the Barony.  These awards, along with their descriptions and proposed symbol are 

listed below.  The next several business meetings will allow time to discuss them together as a group—to make changes, pro-

vide commentary, or approve them as is. 

It is important to note that these awards are not current awards at this time.  These awards will be in addition to the award that 

we already have. 

Company of the Swords Saltire (Crossed Claymores on appropriate colored Circle)  

For members of the Order of the Claymore that have proven their expertise and excellence instructing and educating others in 

their craft. 

Order of the Laughing Lyre (Argent Lyre on Baronial Cord)  

For members of the populace who have distinguished themselves through the performing arts (song/dance/storytelling/etc.)  

Company of the Cyfarwyddiaid (Musical note on Black/Red Circle on a Blue band)  

For members of the Order of the Laughing Lyre that have proven their expertise and excellence instructing and educating oth-

ers in their craft . 

Order of the Bended Bow (Bow suspended on baronial cord)  

For members of the populace who have distinguished themselves through their skill in archery. 

Company of the Blazing Bodkin (Flaming Bodkin on Circle of Baronial Colors)  

For members of the Order of the Bended Bow that have proven their expertise and excellence instructing and educating others 

in their craft. 

Order of the Avgjørende Kryssild (Decisive Volley)  

For members of the Populace who have distinguished themselves through their skill at thrown weapons and siege.  

Companions of the Maoim-Sneachda (Avalanche)  

For members of the Order of the Avgjørende Kryssild that have proven their expertise and excellence instructing and educating 

others in their craft. 

As you can see, there are awards for new areas of expertise, such as archery and performing arts, that our Barony is beginning 

to take greater interest in.  Additionally, there are several awards for those who have already received the first level of Baronial 

award, such as the Company of the Swords Saltire and the Companions of the Maoim-Snechda.  Overall, this list covers the 

many aspects of the Society that the populace of the Barony of Selviergard work towards, and in many cases, excel at. 

It is encouraged that people provide commentary on these awards, either for or against, or with alternate wording or descrip-

tions.  It is important that we all take the time to do this because the populace members need to be active in changes in the 

group in which they reside—your voices help make this Barony great.  It doesn’t matter if you are a Peer or a new person; 

these additions and changes are affect to all of us. 

If you are unable to attend a business meeting you can contact either the Baron of Selviergard or the Seneschal with your com-

mentary which will be brought up in the Business Meeting. 



The process may take some time as we progress from discussing new awards to the baronage actually being able to be-

stow them to populace members.  There are many steps to take and it will take some time—this includes checking for 

conflicts from other groups and submitting these awards to the appropriate people—this is just the first step.  However, 

the populace will be kept appraised of the progress in future editions of this newsletter. 



SEARCHING FOR A POPULACE BADGE 
Baronial Business 

A populace badge is a way for people to show their membership or affiliation to the Barony of Selvier-

gard.  A badge can be displayed on banners, flags, clothing, dishes, furniture, and many other ways.  

A badge belongs to the people of the group of which it is registered under.  Both the Kingdom of the 

West and the Principality of Oertha have populace badges, including many groups throughout the 

Known World.   

At our last business meeting the topic of a populace badge was brought forward. 

The Barony of Selviergard is looking for a populace badge and is need of your ideas.  This is open to 

all Selviergardians and those who would like to contribute an idea for a badge; no matter which group 

they are affiliated with.  This badge will be used for generations to come in this group to show not only 

our  membership in this group but our pride in it as well. 

The current populace badge for the Barony of Selviergard, as seen in the Oerthan Coloring Book, is 

the device from the Canton of Inbhir na Da Abhann.  However, this badge was never officially sent in 

to be registered with the College of Heralds.  While some may feel that the Canton device used as a 

badge is okay, the use of laurels on the badge could cause confusion and shouldn’t be used.  In addi-

tion, the Canton device looks similar to the token for the Order of the Claymore, one of our baronial 

awards. 

First we must receive idea submissions; either in person or electronically.  Design a badge that exem-

plifies the Barony of Selviergard—something simple or elegant that can be used by the populace 

members to show their group pride.  Here is something to get you started: 

 

Yes, I know it is just a circle, so you need to do some artistic things to make it look better, make it look 

Selviergardian. 



There are links below that may help you get an idea on what a badge looks like.  All badge ideas will 

be brought to the next business meeting. From there, the populace badges will be posted on the Baro-

nial e-group and the Facebook page for commentary from the populace and, with luck, the populace 

badges will be polled at the next business meeting afterwards. 

From there the badge will be sent to the College of Heralds and finalized. When the paperwork is com-

pleted and the badge is approved, the populace will be notified. 

 

Links of Interest: 

Current Populace Badges of the Kingdom of the West 

http://heralds.westkingdom.org/PopulaceBadge.htm 

 

Badge vs Arms Common Questions 

http://heralds.westkingdom.org/FAQ.htm 

 

Assorted Lessons in SCA Heraldry: Devices vs. Badges 

http://heraldry.sca.org/armory/lessons/lesson13.html 

Your Barony Needs You, Volunteers Needed  

The following positions are in need of officers. 

Constable 

Herald 

 

Please contact the Seneschal if you would like to fill one of these positions. 





Regnum 

Roger and Zenobia, King and Queen of the West 

Crown@westkingdom.org   

Soren and Alienor, Prince and Princess of Oertha oerthancor-

onets@westkingdom.org   

Halfdan Ozurrson, Baron of Selviergard bar-

on@selviergard.westkingdom.org   

Officers of the Barony of Selviergard  

Arts and Sciences:  Fellbjorn Gunnarsson (Sean McCarty) 

AandS@selviergard.westkingdom.org   541-646-6650  

Chatelaine:  AIslynn Dennard of Dragon’s Lair (E. Lynn 

Phipps) chatelain@selviergard.westkingdom.org   907-232-

1961  

Chronicler:  Delphine de Grenada (Elizabeth Thompson)   

chronisler@selviergard.westkingdom.org 907-244-6545  

Constable: Rin McCray     updated contact info coming consta-

ble@selviergard.westkingdom.org  

Exchequer:  Edain O’Rourke                                                    

exchequer@selviergarad.westkingdom.org 907-947-9790  

Gold Key:  Position available – volunteer today!  

Herald: Alyssia of Cameo Keepe (Alisa Fries)     her-

ald@selviergard.westkingdom.org   907-982-7549  

Marshal:  Fergus mac Thomais (George Thompson)   mar-

shal@selviergard.westkingdom.org   907-440-4539  

Seneschal:  Margarita de Calvi (Gretchen Thompson) sene-

schal@selviergard.westkingdom.org 907-244-6543 

Web Minister:  Rin McCray     updated contact info coming 

constable@selviergard.westkingdom.org  



                                          Chess pieces from the isle of Lewis  


