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FROM THE BARON… 
Unto the Populace of Selviergard, 

The winter snows look like they will now stay with us for quite some time; heralding in the winter months and issuing a call for 

warm fires and mulled ciders.  Selviergardians know that this is, perhaps, the best time of year as we work on projects put off 

during the tourney season, spend time with family and friends for the holy days, and even enjoy the winter activities such as 

skiing, ice fishing, and snowball fights. 

Thank you again to Lady Ástríðr Þórudóttir and to the members of Clan MacThomais for the wonderful activity this past month.  

There were a lot of happy people to be seen and the day was quite memorable with plenty to eat and drink and with many 

conversations to be had.  Congratulations to the Barony of Selviergard and thank you to all those who donated in the fundrais-

er activity; we raised $500 for the West Kingdom Disaster Relief Fund! 

While the month of November was somewhat quiet, we do look forward to the coming months with great excitement.  The 

Barony of Eskalya will be hosting a Russian-themed Yule event where the season is fully celebrated.  The day after the 

Eskalyan Yule is the much-anticipated CookieFest™ in which the Barony of Selviergard will make cookies together, take part 

in a fighter practice, and visit and socialize in a warm hall.  There are also several other Yule celebrations and activitis sched-

uled around the Principality and I recommend attending these if you can do so. 

Next month, in January, we will once again witness the selection of the new successors to the Lupine Thrones of the Princi-

pality of Oertha by right of combat.  The event will be held in Northern Selviergard (bring some gloves) and will be host to 

competitions, tournaments, pageantry, and a pot-luck feast.  The event information is published in this newsletter as well as 

on the Oerthan website, the various Facebook pages, and several publications. 

If you have award recommendations please let me know either in writing or in person.  There are many good gentles deserv-

ing of acknowledgement and while I try to be everywhere at once there are acts of devotion to the Society that I miss.  While I 

am seeking baronial-level awards; I am also looking for Principality and Kingdom-level awards as well.  The Barony of Selvier-

gard is a land full of compassionate, skilled, and wonderful people deserving of appreciation for all that they do—I need your 

help to ensure that they are fully recognized. 

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to one and all, 

 

In Service, 

Halfdan 

Protokurios of Selviergard,  

Servant of the Crown 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

Events coming soon:  

   December:  

Eskalyan Yule Dec. 9 @ Anchor Lutheran  

Selviergard Viking Yule and Cookie exchange Dec. 11th 

2018 

 January:  

Winter Coronet Jan. 20, @ Willow Community Center 

 March:  

Selviergard Ides of March, March. 17,  

 May: 

Selviergard 15th Birthday May. 25-28 

 June: 

Selviergard Summer Hunt Jun. 30  

 July: 

Summer Coronet Jul. 21-22 

 August:  

Selviergard Warlords Tourney Aug. 4  

 October:  

Selviergard Samhain Oct. 27 

 December: 

Selviergard Yule Dec. 8 



Selviergard’ s 

Very Viking Yule and Cookie Exchange 

Date: Sunday, December 10th, 2017 

Location: Fronteras Charter School, 2315 North Seward Meridian Pkwy, Wasilla AK 

Site opens at 11am and closes at 4pm 

Site Fee: None, Happy Yule from the Barony 

Come and celebrate the Yule season with the Barony of Selviergard as we gather from far and wide to fight and eat in the Viking 

fashion.  We will be having an indoor fighter practice and after we will eat. Soup and bread will be provided and additional potluck 

food as the populace brings. 

We will be having a cookie exchange for those who wish to bring cookies to share, please bring 4 dozen of your favorite cookies to 

exchange with other participants. 

There will be a children’s cookie decorating contest with supplies furnished by the Barony. 

There will also be an Oriental gift exchange for those who bring a gift to pass along $20 max. 

There is a rumor that Baron Halfdan has a white beard and may be handing out goodies to the children. 

 

Autocrats: 

Viscountess Margarita and Mistress Vicana 

Contact: gretchenmthompson@yahoo.com 
                 907-244-6549 

mailto:gretchenmthompson@yahoo.com


Selviergard’ s 15
th

 Anniversary Event 

May 25
th

 - 28
th

, 2018 

 

Greetings to the Known World, come and join the Barony of Selviergard as we celebrate the 15
th
 

Anniversary of becoming a Barony. There will be activities never before held in Selviergard for all to 

take part in. This event will be held on a spectacular farmstead in Talkeetna Alaska, with open fields 

for camping and a central fire pit with benches. The site has ample parking and a place for Tin Cas-

tles.  

We will be having heavy and rapier tournaments, archery contests, thrown weapons and a Siege 

Weapon display and competition. The site has a long-range facility for shooting arrows at long range 

targets like “Strip the Willow” and a Running Boar target to name a few. The Siege Weapons will 

compete for accuracy and range against a variety of targets there will be several classes of weapons 

that can be used, full scale (SCA Legal), small scale 2’ to 3’ size and table top models. There will be 

games like Dragon Feet Races, Rock, Kube and others. 

There will be cooking contests and A&S displays along with a History of Selviergard Tent to bring 

back the memories of the past. 

Now is the time to begin constructing new Siege Engines or repairing old ones for the first ev-

er Siege Weapons championship. 

Stand By for greater details as we get closer to the date so mark your calendars.  

Stay tuned to the Dragon Tale for updates. 

 

Autocrat: 

Viscount Fergus MacThomais, OP 

Email: flintlock75@yahoo.com 

 

 



FEASTING UPON SPANISH DELICACIES 
Event Report for the Barony of Winter’s Gate’s Michaelmas 

The Barony of Winter’s Gate, Oertha—Once per year the Barony of Winter’s Gate holds a served feast in which every year the theme 

changes…this year Winter’s Gate ventured into the kitchens of Medieval Spain.  The warm hall greeted visitors from near and far, and 

as the tradition of such an event, there was many conversation to be had by all as people visited with each the other and enjoyed each 

the others company. 

There was still some kitchen preparation for the feast later in the evening, so volunteers helped the staff to ensure that there would be 

plenty of foods for all.  Apples peeled, pots stirred; there was something for everybody to help with.  Many hands make light work and 

the act of helping to prepare feast was one of the many fun parts of the event. 

 

Baron Hans of Winter’s Gate helps peel apples at Michaelmas in the Barony of Winter’s Gate.  October 14, 2017.  Photograph by 

Halfdan Ozurrson. 

Many people we in attendance at the event and while the majority were from the Barony of Winter’s Gate there were also a few visitors 

from the Barony of Eskalya and the Barony of Selviergard.  Additionally, Duncan and Violet, the Prince and Princess of Oertha were in 

attendance as well. 

There was a class held in which several members of the rapier community came together to present a class on the Arte of Defense.  

Donna Etain O'Rourke, Lord Sevastian Agafangelovich Golystin, and Lady Angela of Eskalya led the class that was a wonderful oppor-

tunity for all gentles interested in Rapier to attend to acquire different drills, to practice techniques, and to learn about different styles 

used by the Rapier Community at large.  The class was well attended and a popular activity for many. 



 

The Rapier Class is underway at the Barony of Winter’s Gate Michaelmas.  October 14, 2017.  Photograph by Halfdan Ozurrson. 

There was plenty of things for people to do at Michaelmas; with competitions and another class available—there was something for eve-

rybody.  Baron Hans held a Whim for things found in the afterlife while Baroness Elena sponsored a Whim for hats and period head-

coverings.  In addition, there was also a general Arts and Sciences competition for sewn items.  Games provided included chess, back-

gammon, and cribbage and were part of a competition as well.  For those interested more in learning the gentler arts; a Lagatera, or 

Spanish embroidery class, was also provided. 

The day continued with visiting, playing games, and snacking; but soon the main purpose of the Michaelmas event was upon the cele-

brants.  Michealmas is, indeed, a time to celebrate the season with loved ones; a day accented with songs, stories, and friendship…but 

the event is best known for fine foods of which to dine upon with great relish.  With a call to feast people sat at the provided tables with 

friends and family to be awed and amazed by delights brought from the kitchen by graceful servers.  

The first remove was laid out on the table as an appetizer to start the feast.  Spanish flatbread, called Cocas was set alongside almonds, 

olives, and oranges.  Additionally, Menya d’Angels, a type of sweet cheese, was also provided. 

After these delights were devoured the servers brought forward a new set of delicacies to enjoy.  Two types of delicious pottages were 

presented: Potaje de Culantro Llamado Pimo and the Potatage de Porrada; the first being a chicken and the second being made of leek.  

There was an amazing Casola de Carn, being a casserole made of beef and an intriguingly divine Podrida being a rice and blue cheese 

porridge. 

During feast, Lord Sevastian told a wonderful story, as is his custom, from his trove of Russian folklore.  The theme, hospitality, fit the 

atmosphere of the event and was well received by all. 

With plates wiped clean and conversation starting up again it appeared that some of the attendees thought that the feast was over; but 

the kitchen crew had desserts planned much to the delight of everybody.  Alongside Mexican-style hot chocolate was presented a 

Pomada along with Higos ala Francesa, an apple dish and French figs respectively.  However, the most amazing and anticipated part of 

dessert was the De Panades de Sucre fi; pastries with marzipan filling and covered in honey.  These small pastries, unfortunately, did 

not survive long after feast as they were consumed with great delight. 

After the dishes had been cleared it was time for the court of Hans and Elena, the Baron and Baroness of Winter’s Gate.  Invited into 

their court were Duncan and Violet, the Prince and Princess of Oertha as well as Cynehild, Baroness of Eskalya and Halfdan, Baron of 

Selviergard. 

Baron Hans and Baroness Elena opened their court by welcoming and thanking all for attending a beautiful Michealmas.  After their 

words, Melinda of Winter’s Gate was called forward and recognized for her service to the Barony of Winter’s Gate with a token.  From 

there, new court members were welcomed by Baroness Elena—Lord Hakim al-Basim ibn Rashid and Lady Aurelia daCanal and thanked 

with a token from Her Excellency.   

From there, the Court changed over to a Principality court.  In-between courts, Baroness Cynehild told a story about one of her favorite 

historical figures; Saint Catherine.  Regaling all with a brief synopsis of the saint’s hagiography; Baroness Cynehild’s story was filled with 



The evening began to wind down and participants said their farewells to each other as they made ready to head 

back to their own homes and waiting beds. 

In a missive posted the day after the activity, Baron Halfdan thanked those who attended saying “Thank you to 

everyone who was able to attend the Baron's Brew and Bash this Saturday. What a wonderful way to spend some 

time with a great group of people!”  He also made sure to thank the Autocrat of the activity, Lady Ástríðr Þórudóttir 

as well as the members of Clan MacThomais who assisted in opening Thompson Hall for all to attend. 

The Selviergard Associated Press 

 
 
BREW AND BRATS; A BARON’S BLISSFUL BASH 
 
Ac- tivity Report for the Barony of Selviergard’ s Baron’s Brew and Bash 

The Barony of Selviergard, Oertha—Welcoming Her Highness from a long travel; members of the Barony of 

Selviergard threw a small activity to help drive the winter’s chill away.  While Baroness’ in the Kingdom of the 

West have Teas it was determined that Barons have Brews—and Baron Halfdan was quite pleased with all of the 

food and drinkable items presented on the table which he claimed was “much better than tea.” 

A little over twenty people showed up and plenty of food made its way to the groaning board.  From potato salad 

and bratwurst, from sliced meats and cheeses to pasta salad…there was plenty to eat and the Barony of Selvier-

gard once again proved that if you leave a Selviergard event hungry it is your own fault. 

Besides eating vast quantities of food and sampling the different styles of brew; the activity provided ample at-

mosphere to visit with each other and schmooze the evening away.  The conversations were quite varied, the 

laughter in great supply, and the company quite amazing as people gathered together and built stronger relation-

ships with each other. 

Additionally, there was a bit of live music to help liven up the evening. Lady Ástríðr Þórudóttir brought her hus-
band along and together they performed some music for us all. 

 



Eskalyan Yule 

When: December 9th  

Site opens at 1pm-10pm 

Where: Anchor Lutheran School 

Autocrats: Dame Elspeth and Lady  Ciara 



humor and a welcome addition to court. 

In the Court of Their Highnesses many worthy gentles were recognized for their efforts.  First, however, was the acceptance of Fealty from 

those Peers who did not get an opportunity to do so.  After the call for fealty the Prince and Princess proclaimed that Astrid of Winter’s Gate 

would be admitted into the Order of the Wandering Wolves and the award was received by Baron Braun Sparrowhawk on her behalf. Then 

Lady Talorc Caer Arienrhold was recognized with the Order of the Argent Flame for her unending hospitality to all.    Additionally, Lady Kára 

Blackstar de Torres was also called forward and offered admission into the Order of the Ursa Major; given to those who help guide the chil-

dren of Oertha. Also in court, Mistress Sapphira the Navigator was inducted into the Order of the Polaris; a Principality award bestowed 

upon those who foster tradition and teach the customs and ways of the Society.  Last, but not least, Melinda of Winter’s Gate was given an 

Award of Arms for her service within her Barony and the Principality as a whole.  

From there, the court went back to a baronial court in which Their Excellencies of Winter’s Gate called forward the Autocrats of the day to 

give final words and announce winners of the various competitions.  Additionally, Baroness Margery Garret and Lady Iriniia Myshkinova 

were given the Baroness’ Recognition for their works and services, especially for the successful Michealmas and thanked by Their Excel-

lencies.  

 

The Autocrat and Feastocrat are thanked in the court of Hans and Elena at the Michealmas held in the Barony of Winter’s Gate.  October 

14, 2017.  Photograph by Rainna Fathirsdottir. 

In their court, the Baron and Baroness of Winter’s Gate continued to acknowledge their populace’s diverse works and great honor:  Baron 

Braun Sparrowhawk was recognized as the victor of the Fall Captaincy tournament from the month prior and acknowledged as the Com-

mander of the Militia while his lady, Baroness Cemper, was acknowledged as the Light of Winter’s Gate.  Additionally, Baron Braun and 

Baroness Cemper were awarded with the Order of the Estoile, a baronial award created to recognize those who have served the Barony of 

Winter’s Gate unfailingly and for the long term.   

Finally, in court, Mistress Sapphira the Navigator made the announcement that with various activities, fundraisers, and donations that the 

funds for the West Kingdom Disaster Relief Fun had reached over $200; an amazing feat from such a generous group of people. 

With the final cheers still ringing in the hall, it was time to clean up the hall for the evening.  Celebrants moved tables, cleaned the hall, and 

said final farewells for what, hopefully, would not be too long an interval between visits. 

With the delights of the day still fresh in their heads people made their way home head to warm beds excited to see what the next day 

would bring.  For those of the Barony of Winter’s Gate and those visitors staying a bit longer it was a fighter practice...and for those travel-

ling from afar it would be the trek through the mountains to their own homes and own baronies. 

This event would be fondly remembered as another wonderful Michealmas in the annals of history; the Barony of Winter’s Gate and her 

peoples continue to show that while they may live in the coldest, farthest northern reaches of the Principality of Oertha; their hearts and 

halls are quite warm and a joy to be with. 

The Selviergard Associated Press 



BREW AND BRATS; A BARON’S BLISSFUL BASH 
Activity Report for the Barony of Selviergard’ s Baron’s Brew and Bash 

The Barony of Selviergard, Oertha—Welcoming Her Highness from a long travel; members of the Barony of Selviergard threw a small activity 

to help drive the winter’s chill away.  While Baroness’ in the Kingdom of the West have Teas it was determined that Barons have Brews—and 

Baron Halfdan was quite pleased with all of the food and drinkable items presented on the table which he claimed was “much better than tea.” 

A little over twenty people showed up and plenty of food made its way to the groaning board.  From potato salad and bratwurst, from sliced 

meats and cheeses to pasta salad…there was plenty to eat and the Barony of Selviergard once again proved that if you leave a Selviergard 

event hungry it is your own fault. 

Besides eating vast quantities of food and sampling the different styles of brew; the activity provided ample atmosphere to visit with each other 

and schmooze the evening away.  The conversations were quite varied, the laughter in great supply, and the company quite amazing as people 

gathered together and built stronger relationships with each other. 

Additionally, there was a bit of live music to help liven up the evening.  Lady Ástríðr Þórudóttir brought her husband along and together they 
performed some music for us all. 

  

Live music is graciously provided at the Baron’s Brew and Bash activity.  November 4, 2017.  Photograph by Nemonna Vicana. 

Towards the end of the evening there was an auction held in which the proceeds would benefit the West Kingdom Disaster Relief Fund.  While 

some money had been donated already that day, the auction of several different items donated by many different people added more dollars to 

the funds raised.  At the end of the evening the proceeds from the donations and the auction itself totaled $500 and was an amazing display of 

the large hearts and generosity of people of this Principality! 

 

Lady Ástríðr Þórudóttir runs the auction to help send desperately needed monetary resources to the West Kingdom Disaster Relief Fund.   

November 4, 2017.  Photograph by Nemonna Vicana. 



Proposed Populace Badges 
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Searching for a Populace Badge 

Baronial Business 

Searching for a Populace Badge 

Baronial Business 

A populace badge is a way for people to show their membership or affiliation to the Barony of Selvier-

gard.  A badge can be displayed on banners, flags, clothing, dishes, furniture, and many other ways.  A 

badge belongs to the people of the group of which it is registered under.  Both the Kingdom of the 

West and the Principality of Oertha have populace badges, including many groups throughout the 

Known World.   

At our last business meeting the topic of a populace badge was brought forward. 

The Barony of Selviergard is looking for a populace badge and is need of your ideas.  This is open to 

all Selviergardians and those who would like to contribute an idea for a badge; no matter which group 

they are affiliated with.  This badge will be used for generations to come in this group to show not only 

our  membership in this group but our pride in it as well. 

The current populace badge for the Barony of Selviergard, as seen in the Oerthan Coloring Book, is 

the device from the Canton of Inbhir na Da Abhann.  However, this badge was never officially sent in to 

be registered with the College of Heralds.  While some may feel that the Canton device used as a 

badge is okay, the use of laurels on the badge could cause confusion and shouldn’t be used.  In addi-

tion, the Canton device looks similar to the token for the Order of the Claymore, one of our baronial 

awards. 

First we must receive idea submissions; either in person or electronically.  Design a badge that exem-

plifies the Barony of Selviergard—something simple or elegant that can be used by the populace mem-

bers to show their group pride.  Here is something to get you started: 

Yes, I know it is just a circle, so you need to do some artistic things to make it look better, make it look 

Selviergardian. 

There are links below that may help you get an idea on what a badge looks like.  All badge ideas will 

be brought to the next business meeting. From there, the populace badges will be posted on the Baro-

nial e-group and the Facebook page for commentary from the populace and, with luck, the populace 

badges will be polled at the next business meeting afterwards. 

From there the badge will be sent to the College of Heralds and finalized. When the paperwork is com-

pleted and the badge is approved, the populace will be notified. 

 

Links of Interest: 

Current Populace Badges of the Kingdom of the West 

http://heralds.westkingdom.org/PopulaceBadge.htm 

 

Badge vs Arms Common Questions 

http://heralds.westkingdom.org/FAQ.htm 

 

Assorted Lessons in SCA Heraldry: Devices vs. Badges 



Proposed Awards for the Barony  

Baronial Business 

Recently the topic of new awards was brought up at the last business meeting in which Baron Halfdan, working with the Baro-

nial Herald, wanted to institute new awards in the Barony.  These awards, along with their descriptions and proposed symbol 

are listed below.  The next several business meetings will allow time to discuss them together as a group—to make changes, 

provide commentary, or approve them as is. 

It is important to note that these awards are not current awards at this time.  These awards will be in addition to the award that 

we already have. 

Company of the Swords Saltire (Crossed Claymores on appropriate colored Circle)  

For members of the Order of the Claymore that have proven their expertise and excellence instructing and educating others in 

their craft. 

Order of the Laughing Lyre (Argent Lyre on Baronial Cord)  

For members of the populace who have distinguished themselves through the performing arts (song/dance/storytelling/etc.)  

Company of the Cyfarwyddiaid (Musical note on Black/Red Circle on a Blue band)  

For members of the Order of the Laughing Lyre that have proven their expertise and excellence instructing and educating oth-

ers in their craft . 

Order of the Bended Bow (Bow suspended on baronial cord)  

For members of the populace who have distinguished themselves through their skill in archery. 

Company of the Blazing Bodkin (Flaming Bodkin on Circle of Baronial Colors)  

For members of the Order of the Bended Bow that have proven their expertise and excellence instructing and educating others 

in their craft. 

Order of the Avgjørende Kryssild (Decisive Volley)  

For members of the Populace who have distinguished themselves through their skill at thrown weapons and siege.  

Companions of the Maoim-Sneachda (Avalanche)  

For members of the Order of the Avgjørende Kryssild that have proven their expertise and excellence instructing and educat-

ing others in their craft. 

As you can see, there are awards for new areas of expertise, such as archery and performing arts, that our Barony is begin-

ning to take greater interest in.  Additionally, there are several awards for those who have already received the first level of 

Baronial award, such as the Company of the Swords Saltire and the Companions of the Maoim-Snechda.  Overall, this list 

covers the many aspects of the Society that the populace of the Barony of Selviergard work towards, and in many cases, excel 

at. 

It is encouraged that people provide commentary on these awards, either for or against, or with alternate wording or descrip-

tions.  It is important that we all take the time to do this because the populace members need to be active in changes in the 

group in which they reside—your voices help make this Barony great.  It doesn’t matter if you are a Peer or a new person; 

these additions and changes are affect to all of us. 

If you are unable to attend a business meeting you can contact either the Baron of Selviergard or the Seneschal with your 

commentary which will be brought up in the Business Meeting. 



http://heraldry.sca.org/armory/lessons/lesson13.html 

A populace badge is a way for people to show their membership or 

affiliation to the Barony of Selviergard.  A badge can be displayed on 

banners, flags, clothing, dishes, furniture, and many other ways.  A 

badge belongs to the people of the group of which it is registered un-

der.  Both the Kingdom of the West and the Principality of Oertha 

have populace badges, including many groups throughout the Known 

World.   

At our last business meeting the topic of a populace badge was 

brought forward. 

The Barony of Selviergard is looking for a populace badge and is 

need of your ideas.  This is open to all Selviergardians and those who 

would like to contribute an idea for a badge; no matter which group 

they are affiliated with.  This badge will be used for generations to 

come in this group to show not only our  membership in this group but 

our pride in it as well. 

The current populace badge for the Barony of Selviergard, as seen in 

the Oerthan Coloring Book, is the device from the Canton of Inbhir na 

Da Abhann.  However, this badge was never officially sent in to be 

registered with the College of Heralds.  While some may feel that the 

Canton device used as a badge is okay, the use of laurels on the 

badge could cause confusion and shouldn’t be used.  In addition, the 

Canton device looks similar to the token for the Order of the Clay-

more, one of our baronial awards. 

First we must receive idea submissions; either in person or electroni-

cally.  Design a badge that exemplifies the Barony of Selviergard—



 

         Template for submitting badges 



Regnum 

Heinrich & Annora, King and Queen of the West 

Crown@westkingdom.org   

Duncan & Violet Prince and Princess of Oertha oerthancor-

onets@westkingdom.org   

Halfdan Ozurrson, Baron of Selviergard bar-

on@selviergard.westkingdom.org   

Officers of the Barony of Selviergard  

Arts and Sciences:  Yuki AandS@selviergard.westkingdom.org    

Chatelaine:  Nemonna Vicana (Bobbie Sampson) chate-

lain@selviergard.westkingdom.org  

Chronicler:  Delphine de Grenada (Elizabeth Thompson)   

m.elizabeththompson@yahoo.com 907-244-6545  

Constable:  Crucius     updated contact info coming consta-

ble@selviergard.westkingdom.org  

Exchequer:  Edain O’Rourke                                                    

exchequer@selviergarad.westkingdom.org 907-947-9790  

Gold Key:  See Chatelain 

Herald: Rin  McCray    herald@selviergard.westkingdom.org    

Marshal:  Fergus MacThomais (George Thompson)   mar-

shal@selviergard.westkingdom.org   907-440-4539  

Seneschal:  Margarita de Calvi (Gretchen Thompson) sene-

schal@selviergard.westkingdom.org 907-244-6543 

Web Minister:  Rin McCray     updated contact info coming 

constable@selviergard.westkingdom.org  



Photos in this edition of the Dragon tale Courtesy of: 

Halfdan Ozurrson  

Laurie Coatney  

Delphine de Grenada 

If you are interested in submitting photos to the Dragon tale 

email your submissions to m.elizabeththompson@yahoo.com 

no later than the 15th of every month.  


