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FROM THE BARON… 
 
 
Even with all the snow on the ground we know that Spring is almost here; and with the change of the weather 

comes the tournament season.  I look forward to spending the spring and summer months with you all as we 

enjoy wonderful events together, revel in bardics under the midnight sun, and enjoy camping and late-night 

celebrations with you all.  While we are still a couple of months away from much warmer weather this is a 

great opportunity to start going through what you have, determining what you need, and looking after what 

items need repairs for this camping season—because when summer hits we will all be busy enjoying the sun-

shine.   

This is the month that we will be celebrating the Ides of March.  I look forward to spending the day with you all 

as we celebrate this fun event in Roman fashion.  This event will have plenty of things to do including a dag-

ger tournament and many games of chance with several spectacular prizes available.  I cannot wait!  There 

are several articles posted on the Event Page on Facebook that should help give you an idea on how to be 

prepared for this event as well as articles in the past newsletters to read over to help get you excited about 

this upcoming event. 

More events are, of course, on the horizon.  With the Barony of Selviergard celebrating the year with hunts, 

tournaments, and even a celebration of fifteen years a barony—this is a great opportunity to invite friends and 

family who have not yet experienced the Society for Creative Anachronism to see what we are all about. 

As always, if you have award recommendations please let me know.  There are many worthy gentles in this 

group who are deserving of recognition.  While I try to be everywhere at once I haven’t mastered that skill yet 

and rely on you, the populace, to be my eyes and ears.  Award recommendations aren’t only sought after by 

me; the various Baronages in Oertha, the Prince and Princess, and even the King and Queen of the West all 

seek recommendations…so don’t be shy and recommend those people. 

In Service, 

Halfdan 

Protokurios of Selviergard 

Servant of the Crown 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 
 

 

Events coming in 2018:    

 March:  

Selviergard Ides of March, March. 17,  

 May: 

Selviergard 15th Birthday May. 25-28 

 June: 

Selviergard Summer Hunt Jun. 30  

 July: 

Summer Coronet Jul. 21-22 

 August:  

Selviergard Warlords Tourney Aug. 4  

 October:  

Selviergard Samhain Oct. 27 

 December: 

Selviergard Yule Dec. 8 

 

Special Report 

June Crown 2019  

will be held at the Palmer Fair Grounds, in Oertha 



Hear the Words of Their Highnesses  

Good Tidings Great Oertha! 

The Spring is near!  The Sun has finally crested the mountain tops and is soon to thaw the icey grips of Win-

ter across Our lands! The trees will once again begin to grow and Our waters will be bountiful with fish on 

which to feast for months to come! 

Our Ravens have flown South to send greeting to Our cousins in the Southern Lands of Cynagua, His High-

ness Kith Von Atzing and Her Highness Arianwen Ferch Morgan. Congratulation on the Succession of the 

Cynaguan Thrones!!   

We look forward to Our travels South this month to witness the Crown Tournement of The West and to cele-

brate the victors who will become the Heirs of this great kingdom!! 

While we are there we will be planning for war once more with An Tir.  They have been hit particularly hard 

this winter just as The West has been hit with Fire. It is time to move North and try and take the fertile lands 

of the Principality of The Summits! Green grasses, rich soil and, ocean front property!!!  Rally to your King 

and Queen!  To your Prince's and Princess's!! To the Banners of The West for West-An Tir War 2018!! 

Looking far off into the future, We would like to let all fighters of Oertha know, the Coronet Lists Tournament 

Format for Our successors will be Sword and Shield or Ax and Shield.  Thrusting tips on points of swords 

and points of ax heads only.  Try and keep your shields close to the "shoulder to shoulder (in armor) and 

chin to crotch" sizing. No war shields! (chin to knee) If you have questions on shields please contact us via e

-mail or FB or, in person. Most shields We have witnessed in Oertha are acceptable. 

We would like everyone in the Principality to start thinking about West Crown Summer 2019 to be held in 

Oertha. We would enjoy for this to be a large and wonderful event especially for our guests from abroad!  

Start thinking about your encampments and striving for that medieval look and period style. We would very 

much love to see some silk banner classes in the near future so that folks and households can fly their col-

ors on the field and at camp!  Any special clothing projects for that event if we start now we can really show 

our skills and talents!  

Make sure to keep the award recommendations coming in!!  Even if you have no idea what someone might 

deserve for their efforts, but you feel they deserve something, write to us and let us know!  We most certain-

ly can usually figure something out that is appropriate.  And, DO NOT assume someone may already have 

certain awards!  Sometimes those people are just so amazing we figure they must have everything already!  

And many times this is how some people go unrecognized. We want to celebrate those who make this 

Dream such a wonderful thing and we need your help to recognize those wonderful people!  And do it when 

it is fresh on your mind!  The people of Oertha are what makes us all great!! 

Thank you all for your continued support, help and love! 

Long Live Oertha!! 

Skeggi, Prince Oertha 

Kharahkhan, Princess Oertha 

 





 

OERTHAN SUMMER CORONET AND INVESTITURE 
 

July 20-22, 2018 

 

 

Come explore the Silk Road as the Great Principality in the North hosts her Coronet tournament and Investiture!  

Throughout the weekend, enjoy such activities as Amoring, Yoga, Kumihimo, Jewelry making, Candle making, an Arts 

and Science display, Pottery and more! Special activities will also be provided for the younger participants. 

A special activity will be provided: It will start with your site token. At seven other activity stations, you will receive a to-

ken representing one of the groups belonging to Oertha that can be added to the site token. 

Fighters, be prepared to win roses for your consorts! 

Site information: Funny River Community Center / 35850 Pioneer Access Rd / Soldotna, AK 99669. 

Site opens at 5PM on Friday and closes at 8PM on Sunday. 

The site is discreetly wet, so make sure you have your period drink ware to hold any alcoholic beverages in. 

Event Registration: Adults: $15 for members ($20 for non-members), children under 17 are $10, and the family cap is 

$50. 

Special notes for the event: While it is unlikely that there will be bears attending our event (except a certain Baron), 

moose do frequent the area and bears are sometimes present during the summer in this area. Be sure to be bear aware. 

If you are a vendor, please contact Lord Rin McCray.  

There will be camping area for mundane and period tents. Please contact Silvia with your size requirements for either. 

Bardic will be held Friday and Saturday nights if it is so wished. A fire pit will be provided. 

There is a building available for most of the event, however on Saturday night from 7-10 it will be unavailable, and cars 

will need to be parked on the gravel rather than the paved parking area. 

Feast Information: Taste the wonders of a locally raised pig and pies from along the silk road. Feast on Saturday will 

be included in the event fee. If you are a group who would like to host a fundraiser breakfast or lunch, please let the Au-

tocrat know.  

Autocrat: Sylvia of Thrace (Ris Notter) 



Selviergard’ S 15th Anniversary Event 

May 25
th

 - 28
th

, 2018 

 

Greetings to the Known World, come and join the Barony of Selviergard as we celebrate the 15
th
 

Anniversary of becoming a Barony. There will be activities never before held in Selviergard for all to 

take part in. This event will be held on a spectacular farmstead in Talkeetna Alaska, with open fields 

for camping and a central fire pit with benches. The site has ample parking and a place for Tin Cas-

tles.  

We will be having heavy and rapier tournaments, archery contests, thrown weapons and a Siege 

Weapon display and competition. The site has a long-range facility for shooting arrows at long range 

targets like “Strip the Willow” and a Running Boar target to name a few. The Siege Weapons will 

compete for accuracy and range against a variety of targets there will be several classes of weapons 

that can be used, full scale (SCA Legal), small scale 2’ to 3’ size and table top models. There will be 

games like Dragon Feet Races, Rock, Kube and others. 

There will be cooking contests and A&S displays along with a History of Selviergard Tent to bring 

back the memories of the past. 

Now is the time to begin constructing new Siege Engines or repairing old ones for the first ev-

er Siege Weapons championship. 

Stand By for greater details as we get closer to the date so mark your calendars.  

Stay tuned to the Dragon Tale for updates. 

 

Autocrat: 

Viscount Fergus MacThomais, OP 

Email: flintlock75@yahoo.com 

 

 



IDES OF MARCH 
March 17, 2018 

The Barony of Selviergard 

LUDITE SECURI QVIBVS AES EST SEMPER IN ARCA 

“Play without concern when your purse is full” 

Celebrate the Ides of March in true Roman style with a Roman themed tournament, some favored Roman 

games, a Mediterranean themed potluck, and perhaps a bit of intrigue as well. 

Celebrants for the event will be given enough coins to participate in a variety of activities where, just like the 

favorite amusement of soldiers and the aristocracy, you can bet on games and even the fighting if you so 

choose. As an added reward, a prize will be given to the person with the most denarii by the end of the 

event. 

Make sure to dress in your best Roman clothing as the Empire's authorities will be out enforcing the Foreign-

er Tax. Don't have roman garb yet? It's easy to make and in no time you too can look like a Roman and by-

pass the authorities without paying the hefty fine.  A prize will be given to the “Best Dressed” Roman of the 

day. 

Gladiators of the lands of Oertha, prepare yourselves! A Roman-themed tournament worthy of any gladiatori-

al arena will take place in which you will fight with daggers for glory and the amusement of the crowd—and 

some denarii to fatten your purse. 

The Arts and Sciences Competition theme is “Roman” and may be of any suitable medium.  A prize will be 

given for the winner of the Arts and Sciences competition as well as some coin to add to their purses.  Docu-

mentation is encouraged. 

Site information: Fonteras Spanish Immersion School / 2315 N. Seward Meridian Parkway / Wasilla, AK 

99654. 

Site opens at 11AM and closes at 8PM. 

Directions:  Take E. Bogard Rd / E. Seldon Rd.  Turn at N. Seward Meridian Parkway at the stoplight.  Fol-

low the road all the way down, the site is on the left. 

Event Registration: Adults: $10 for members ($15 for non-members); ages 6-16 are $5, children under 6 

are FREE, and the family cap is $30. Checks should be made out to “SCA Inc - Selviergard” 

Special notes for the event:  Please bring tables and decorations as the site is a bit bare.  This is a great op-

portunity to make sure you have these items as we progress into the Tournament season. 

Coins won throughout the day must be returned to the Autocrats for use in future events.   

Roman games will be provided but you are encouraged to bring some games of your own. 

Feast Information:  There will be a Mediterranean-themed potluck showcasing delicacies from around the 



Roman world. The Barony will be providing the meat for gyros so please bring pita shells, chopped lettuce, 

chopped tomatoes, and chopped onions -or- a dish to share. Either choice needs to be enough to feed 6-8 

people (please let the Feastocrat know what you are bringing so they can adjust accordingly. The suggested 

potluck assignment is by mundane last name.  Please fill out a card noting ingredients for those with allergies. 

A-F Pasta or Antipasto 

G-L Meats 

M-R Breads or Cheese 

S-Z Fruits or Vegi 

Autocrats: Sextus Valerius Cruscillus (Josh Sampson) and Ryutarou Komori (Keagan Bates) 

Feastocrat: Nemona Vicanna (Bobbie Sampson) 

 

 



MARCH MADNESS 
March 3, 2018 

The Barony of Eskalya 

As winter rushes away and spring comes forth with a symphony off color... blah, blah, blah. Cast off the 

shackles of propriety and answer the call of mischief, mayhem, merry making and madcap frivolity. Join in 

the silliness and fun that is March Madness. 

Heavy tourney - first will be a fool’s crested joust (on stick horse of course), the second part will be the crest-

ed tourney (without horses). As part of this there will be a competition for Best War Horse and one for the 

Best Fool's Crest; also Most Outrageous Death and Fanciest Kill.  

Rapier - will include a Fool's Crested Tourney, also with a competition for Best Fool's Crest/Hat and Most 

Outrageous Death and Fanciest Kill. 

A third competition will be held to determine the champion of the day - a Japanese tourney of Ro-Sham-Bo 

(rock, paper, scissors). 

Other activities include Bardic (Best Foolish Performance), Quick the Bard (Combat Musical Chairs), Stomp 

the Duck, A Castle Toss for the smalls, and an Arts and Sciences Competition for the Best Silly Hats for the 

youth. 

Site information:  Jewel Lake Parish / 3833 Strawberry Rd, Anchorage, Alaska 99502. 

Site opens at 11AM and closes at 8PM. 

Event Registration: Adults: $5 for members ($10 for non-members), children under 14 are FREE. 

Feast Information: Dinner is potluck, themed to the Seven Deadly Sins. Cards will be provided on site to list 

ingredients and for you to label what Sin your dish falls under. 

Autocrats: Lady Ceara der Alcan and Dame Elspeth Bouchannan 

 



FANTASIC FAIRYTALE FETE XV 
April 14-15, 2018 

The Shire of Pavlok Gorod 

Once upon a time, a small group of dedicated individuals came together in hopes of creating something new. 

Please join the Shire of Pavlok Gorod, as we welcome members of our community, Principality, and Kingdom 

to our annual Fantastic Fairytale Fete to celebrate 15 years of arts, sciences, combat, service, and education. 

Artists from around the principality will be present to show off their work and teach classes. Some of the finest 

fencers in Oertha will test their skills on the field. There will be food and fun for all. 

Fantastic Fairytale Foods Competition: Serve it forth! Your best interpretation of a fairytale food. Please note 

whether edible or decorative. Include documentation, if available. If edible, please include ingredients list. 

Russian Fairytale Competition: Russian fairytales in any mode. Items will be scored on Presentation/Mode, 

Quality, Creativity and Documentation. 

Site information: Springhill Hall at Kodiak Lutheran Church 3077 E Rezanof Dr. Kodiak, AK 99615 

Site opens at 9AM and closes at 7PM. 

Directions: From Kodiak State Airport: slight turn Right onto Rezanof Dr. W. for 8 miles. Turn left at St. Paul’s 

Lutheran Church. Springhill Hall is just to the left of the Church. 

Event Registration: There is no fee for this event. 

Lodging for off-island cousins: Limited lodging, local transportation, and hospitality will be joyfully provided to 

off island guests in the homes of our populace. Please contact the seneschal, Sonia Clary at 

s.e.clary12@gmail.com as soon as possible with your travel plans. 

Feast Information:  Feast is potluck. Please bring your favorite Medieval/Renaissance food to share, along 

with the written ingredients. All contributions that are fairytale themed can be added to the Fantastic Fairytale 

Foods competition. 

Autocrat: Thomas McEwan (Jonathon Clary) 

 

 

 

 

 



Pinch Pots           

By  Annah Narie 

     

A Brief History 

Ceramic pottery can be traced back through history for thousands of years, starting out predominantly for 

ritualistic or spiritual uses, to more practical tableware and stove tiles. Early samples of pottery show that 

highly decorated redware was used in the Northern European settlements. At first this redware satisfied the 

demand for high quality ceramic tableware. It is thought that the Bruges Kilns of c.1200-1350 were the epi-

center of trade for this redware to the Northern regions along the Baltic States.  

In the mid to late 13th Century competition in the form of early stoneware bodies developed in Rhineland. 

These early stoneware pieces were fired at a higher temperature (1000-1100C) than the earlier redware, cre-

ating a more durable and sustainable finished product which allowed them to be transported by traders in 

bulk over long distances. Beginning in the early 14th century, fully fused stoneware bodies, fired between 

1200-1400C, began to dominate. Highly decorated redware practically disappeared from the Baltic market 

by 1350.  

While most of the ceramics of this time period were 

made using a rotating wheel to speed up produc-

tion and produce a more unified vessel, handbuilt 

ceramic wares were not uncommon. Most samples 

found in archaeological sites show a full bodied 

vessel with a rounded rim or lip, and sometimes a 

handle. The handles of the later stoneware vessels 

are visually more robust and circular “wheel” 

marks can be seen in the clay.  

 

 

The Pinch Pot 

While there are many types of hand construction methods, one common method is the Pinch Pot. Using this 

method you can produce small vessels that can be used as drinking vessels or small bowls. The level of com-

plexity is up to you.  

 

Instructions 



Start with a round ball of clay. Clay should be moist and easy to mold. If starting with fresh clay in a 

brick, cut off a block and pound with the palm  of your hand around to make into a ball.  

Insert thumb into the center of your ball and apply pressure to create a hole in the top. Do not press 

too hard or you will go through the other side. Ideally you want at least ¼ of an inch left for the 

base of your pot.  

Starting at the base, use your thumb on the inside 

and all four of your fingers on the outside to 

pinch around the pot, rotating after each pinch. 

Continue the pinching process up the sides to cre-

ate even walls. Try to keep the pressure even be-

tween thumb and fingers. If your walls begin to 

flare outward too much it means there is too 

much pressure on the thumb, and similarly if 

they curve in there is too much pressure from the 

fingers.  

Tips 

You can use a sponge to smooth out the pinch marks, 

as well as your fingers.  

Water can help keep the clay moist, but if you use too 

much your clay will become harder to handle.  

Each pinch pot will be unique. Try to keep in mind 

the shape you want to accomplish while working. 

Picture from Lark Ceramics 

Sources:  

Gaimster, David RM. “The Baltic Ceramic Market c1200-

1600: An Archaeology of the Hanse” pg 59-68, Fen-

noscandia archaeolociga XVI(1999) 

Halls, Susan. Pinch Pottery: Functional, modern handbuild-

ing. Lark Ceramics, 2014 

 



FROM THE ICY COLD A NEW PRINCE IS FOUND 
Event Report for the Principality of Oertha’s Winter Coronet and Investiture 

The Principality of Oertha, Kingdom of the West—The icy grip of winter held the land for all it was worth and 

snow lay thick on the ground; but the great hall where the Principality of Oertha’s Winter Coronet and Investi-

ture was held was warm and brightly lit—a wonderful space to celebrate the reign of Prince Duncan and Prin-

cess Violet and welcome Their successors.  With esteemed visitors such as Hans and Helga, the King and 

Queen of the West and Prince Tuomas and Prince Snorri of the Mists in attendance, as well as welcomed visi-

tors from various places in the West and even a few from faraway An Tir, the hall was filled with good cheer 

and much visiting as all eagerly awaited the events and activities for the weekend. 

A brief court opened the event and it was here that Their Majesties accepted Fealty from those who wished to 

do so—including populace members who were invited to give homage to the King and Queen of the West in 

which many took the opportunity. 

 

Members of the Principality of Oertha pay homage to the King and Queen of the West.  Photograph by Halfdan 

Ôzurrson.  January 20, 2018. 



In his opening statement; Prince Duncan of Oertha welcomed everybody in attendance and made it known that he was very hap-

py to see so many people and that he looked forward to the event with great anticipation.  After welcoming Their Majesties as well 

as the Princes of the Mist it was time for some business in court before the Invocation of the Lists could commence. 

As is law, every new award created by the Prince and Princess of Oertha must be read in court.  It was here at this event that the 

newest award, the Order of the Princess’ Patrons, was proclaimed by the Principality Seneschal Mistress Anna di Caterina Neri.  

This award was created by Their Highnesses to recognize those who create items of largess that they so graciously donate to the 

royalty.  Additionally, the Principality Arts and Sciences Minister was also called forward for her announcement regarding the on-

going Principality-level competition of which the next category, Stories of Courtly Love, were to be presented later that evening 

during feast. 

The Autocrats of the day, Baroness Cynehild of Eskalya and Duke Skeggi Newcombe, welcomed all to the event and talked brief-

ly about what to expect for the weekend.  They closed stating that they wished for everyone to have fun and looked forward to 

enjoying the weekend with everybody. 

The last business before the Invocation of the Lists was the presentation from the Barony of Flaming Gryphon in the Middle King-

dom.  The Baron and Baroness’ Ambassador, Lady Marjorie de ffeyrefeld, gave welcomes and well-wishes to all present and gift-

ed chocolates made in her home Barony to the sitting royalty as well as the populace of the Principality of Oertha. 

With no more announcements it was time for the Invocation ceremony to begin.  All the competitors to the Tournament lists were 

called forward, each in their own turn, to announce their intentions alongside their inspiration.  Upon swearing the oath on the 

Great Axe of Oertha the participants to the Coronet Lists then challenged each the other for the first round of the tournament.  

With the ceremony concluded the court was finished and the preparations for the Coronet Tournament were quickly underway.  

After the opening court the Broken Arrow Inn was open for lunch.  Such delicacies as Chicken and Leek pies, Pies of Paris, Apple 

Muse, Wardonys in Syrup, and even a charcuterie board were available to the populace.  Many took the opportunity to sample 

these fine delicacies provided by the Inn eliciting “oohs” and “ahhs” as people sampled what the Inn had to offer—all made and 

prepared by Baroness Clare Elana and her kitchen crew; Lady Leonia the Mouse and Lord Adam of Eskalya. 

The tournament was about to begin and had seven combatants in total.  While the weather was chilly and there was ample 

amount of snow; there were plenty of people bundled up warmly and outside along the side of the list field to witness the tourna-

ment.  For those not inclined to spend the time outside; the hall had large windows overlooking the tournament field so that they 

could still enjoy the tournament.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Combatants prepare to enter the Coronet List.  Photograph by Halfdan Ôzurrson.  January 20, 2018. 

The style of the tournament was best two fights out of three and double elimination—a standard Tourna-

ment list.  There were plenty of acts of chivalry, unrivaled prowess, and amazing skill displayed from all 

combatants that day on the field of honor as each fighter vied for the win.   

As the tournament progressed the number of entrants on the field dwindled down and, as with all tour-

naments, the finals were quickly upon those witnessing the tournament.  The last two fighters on the 

field were Duke Skeggi Newcombe, fighting for the Honorable Lady Kharakan Saran, and Syr Culan 

mac Cianain, fighting for Baroness Elisheva bint Sitt al-Sirr.  Continuing the best two fights out of three 

the fighters tested their mettle, prowess, and skill against the other in competition to win the Coronets of 

Oertha and elevate their inspiration as the Lady of the Snows; the Princess of Oertha. 

The first fight went to Syr Culan mac Cianain while the second fight went to His Grace, Duke Skeggi 

Newcombe.  The final fight would choose the winner and the new Heirs to the Lupine Thrones.  In the 

end, with an elegant shot to his foe, it was His Grace, Duke Skeggi Newcombe that won the fight and 

was named as Lord Borealis alongside The Honorable Lady Kharakan Saran as Lady Borealis.  The 

assembled populace had many cheers before heading back inside where it was warm. 



Duke Skeggi Newcombe and the Honorable Lady Kharakan Saran are proclaimed the Lord and Lady Borealis.  

 Photograph by Halfdan Ôzurrson.  January 20, 2018. 

After the Coronet Tournament there were several activities that took place.  The Rapier community took the op-

portunity to not only showcase their skill but to have fun as well.  With three fighters the matches were quick and 

decisive and overall a nice example of Rapier fighting. Many people took the opportunity to watch to bouts and 

witness daring swordplay.  It was also during this time that various guild meetings were held in which the arts and 

sciences were discussed by guild members and interested persons and the bonds of friendship within the guilds 

were renewed. 

After these activities, and towards the end of the evening, a court was held.  After several announcements; 

awards and recognitions were presented to numerous individuals for their hard work and efforts not only through-

out the Principality of Oertha but the Kingdom of the West as well. 

Lord Rin McCray was acknowledged for his artistic works, most notably his skill in creating memorable site to-

kens, and awarded with the Order of the Snowy Owl—the Principality award for arts and sciences.  Additionally, 

Baroness Cynehild of Eskalya, Baroness Elena of Winter’s Gate, Baroness Celestria Textrix, and Mistress Anna 

di Caterina Neri were awarded the Order of the Princess’ Patrons; the new award recognizing the diverse works 

of individuals who create largess. 

From there; after many years of exemplary grace and nobility, the Prince and Princess of Oertha recognized 

Master Gavin Woodward worthy of great honor and admitted him to the Oerthan Order of Grace—much to the 

cheering of all those present. 

The Prince and Princess also wished to acknowledge individuals who showed great hospitality during Their reign 



and awarded Master Joel the Brewer and Baroness Kasey of the Westermark with the Oerthan Order of 

Hospitality.  While those recognized were not present, Baroness Elena of Winter’s Gate accepted the 

awards on their behalf. 

The Princess’ Patrons award was also bestowed upon members of House Comitatus as well as the 

West Kingdom Guild of Defense for their continued support and amazing abilities in producing large 

amounts of remarkable largess. 

It was here that there was a brief pause in the Principality court so that Their Majesties could conduct 

business as well.  Sir Kenric Maur was called before King Hans and Queen Helga and awarded with the 

Rose Leaf of Merit.  The Queen herself gave examples of great service shown by this individual and the 

award was humbly received by Sir Kenric Maur. 

The next business in court of King Hans and Queen Helga was a presentation of gifts and largess by the 

501st Gladiatorial Legion; a household with members throughout the Principality of Oertha.  The gift of 

decorated moose antlers as a personal gift to Their Majesties was extremely well received alongside 

various items of largess presented by members of the household. 

After the gift of largess, the Queen of the West chose to thank and recognize several individuals with the 
Order of the Queen’s Treasure.  This award is to recognize and reward those who consistently create 
various works and greatly contribute to the Crown’s ability to show largess.  The following individuals 
were called before Her Majesty and welcomed into the Order: Viscountess Alienor Fitzhenry, Mistress 
Anna di Caterina Neri, Baroness Cempestra Sidda, Lady Gisla Œðikollr, Mistress Margery Garret, and 
Midfjordr Dalla. 
It was in the final bit of this court in the evening that Hans, the King of the West, reiterated the love be-

tween those of the Central Kingdom and that of the lands of Oertha.  “Oertha is the West” he stated sev-

eral times while addressing the populace.  It was here that King Hans made the announcement that next 

year’s June Crown would be held in the lands of the Principality of Oertha—much to the cheering of all in 

attendance. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

King Hans and Queen Helga of the West address the populace.  Photograph by Halfdan Ôzurrson.  January 20, 2018. 

From there, the court went back to the Prince and Princess who had some more recognitions and awards 

to bestow.  The first part of business was to call forward Baroness Clare Elena of Eskalya and recognize 

her with the Boreal Fireweed; an award given to those who consistently contribute to teaching knowledge of 

the arts and sciences and, as such, strengthen and enhance the Principality of Oertha. 

From there, several members of the populace were called forward and bestowed the Order of the Orion—

the Principality award for archery.  The color of the award is representative of the skills shown by the indi-

vidual; an Or Orion is for fostering archery while an Argent Orion is for target archery and the Azure Orion 

is used for recognizing combat archery.  The first to be called was Donna Étaín O'Rowarke who was given 

an Argent Orion.  The next individual recognized was Master Bran Mac Fynin who also received an Argent 

Orion.  Lord Hraði Kǫttr was then called forward and offered both the Argent and the Or Orion, and finally 

Baron Stephen de le Bere was called forward and offed the Or Orion.  Surly, the archers of the Principality 

were well recognized for all their skill and dedication in the art of archery. 

The Coronet’s Favor was also awarded to several individuals; Sir Kenric Maur and Viscountess Dagmar the 

Red were recognized thusly for their continued works and efforts in supporting the Prince and Princess of 

Oertha.  Additionally, Baroness Elena of Winter’s Gate, Mistress Sapphira the Navigator, and Baroness Eli-

sheva bint Sitt al-Sirr were also acknowledged for their support of the Coronets and bestowed with this 

award. 

The Princes of the Mists, Tuomas and Snorri, also had some business in court in which they took the op-

portunity to recognize several individuals who were of great help during Their stay in the wintry lands of the 

Principality of Oertha.  The Order of the Pegasus, an award for youth whose behavior and service are ex-



emplary, was bestowed upon Lady Rainna Fathirsdottir and Tristan Duncansson.  The Princes of the 

Mists also called forward several individuals who were of noted assistance to the Their Persons:  Syr 

Culan mac Cianain, Baroness Cynehild and Baroness Clare Elana of Eskalya, as well as Baroness Eli-

sheva bint Sitt al-Sirr, Baroness Celestria Textrix, Master Gavin Woodward, and Lord Sevastian 

Agafangilovich Golytsin were recognized with the Coronets Favor from the hands of Prince Tuomas and 

Prince Snorri of the Mists. 

Additionally, the Honor of the Coeur d'Azur, given to those individuals who wherever situate, have shown 

great courage, service or courtesy that has enriched the Principality and inspired the Populace of the 

Mists, was bestowed not only to Prince Duncan and Princess Violet, but Baronesses Clare Elena and 

Cynehild of Eskalya as well.  The Princes thanked these individuals profusely citing many examples as 

to why they were inducted into this Honor. 

With three cheers the court of the Mists ended and the Court of the Prince and Princess of Oertha began 

once again.  Princess’ Ribands, a token given to those who were of great assistance to the Princess dur-

ing her reign, were bestowed upon the following members of the populace:  Prince Duncan, Duchess 

Eilis ni Roibeard O'Boirne, Baroness Cynehild of Eskalya, Baroness Elena of Winter’s Gate, Viscountess 

Dagmar the Red, Mistress Sapphira the Navigator, the Honorable Lady Kharakhan Saran, Baroness Eli-

sheva bint Sitt al-Sirr, Lady Talorc Caer Arienrhold, and Drifa in rauða. 

From there, additional recognitions of the Princess’ Patrons were named; Mistress Saphirra the Naviga-

tor, Viscount Nathan Hartman, Baroness Cempestra Sidda, Yama No Yuki-san, and Lady Ally of Selvier-

gard were recognized for this honor for their hard works and amazing skill at crafting. 

With business concluded in court and with three cheers and “Long live the King and Queen of the West” 

still ringing throughout the hall; it was time to eat.   A potluck was provided by the populace alongside 

baked chickens from the Broken Arrow Tavern, and people made their way to waiting tables to enjoy 

wondrous foods and delights with friends and family. 

It was during feast that the Oerthan Arts and Sciences competition was held.  This six-part yearly com-

petition is always anticipated and the theme for this event was quite fun.  The contest was a performing 

arts piece involving Courtly Love and garnered three contestants that took part in it.  The first was Lord 

Colum Mac Eoghain Uí Niall, the second entrant was Baronesses Elisheva bint Sitt al-Sirr, and the third 

and final contestant was Lord Rin McCray.  The stories expounded on Courtly Love and entertained all 

during the feast with tales of romantic chivalry and daring deeds. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Queen Helga of the West intently listens to the stories of Courtly Love.  Photograph by Halfdan Ôzurrson.  

January 20, 2018. 

With the end of the day; celebrants made their way to warm cabins with awaiting beds.  The next day 

would bring even more wonders and honors as the Lord and Lady Borealis would ascend the Lupin 

Thrones to become the next Prince and Princess of Oertha. 

The next morning brought people back together again in the hall as the event continued.  Today would 

be the day that the Lord and Lady Borealis would step up as the Prince and Princess of Oertha.  The 

morning was filled with a series of Peerage meetings as well as the Principality Business Meeting—after 

that a small amount of time was given before the proceedings of the day to visit.  The final court of Dun-

can and Violet would take place which would feature the investiture of the new Prince and Princess. 

Soon the call for the final court of the event rang through the hall.  After all were seated and in attend-

ance there were several announcements given in court.  The first was from the Autocrats who thanked 

everybody for attending and gave final instructions on cleaning the site at the end of the event.  The 

Principality Seneschal, Mistress Anna di Caterina Neri, here made the announcement that Summer Cor-

onet and Investiture would be held in the lands of the Shire of Hrafnafjordr in mid-July—an announce-

ment met with great cheering in the hall.  The last notice was from the Principality Arts and Sciences 

Minister, Baroness Elena of Winter’s Gate, who thanked everybody who entered the various competi-

tions at the event—noting that there was a prize for the Nifty Nine Contest in which Mistress Anna di Ca-

terina Neri was awarded for her set of pinch-pots entered in the competition. 

The Prince and Princess had several more awards in which to bestow to worthy individuals.  Mikael au-

raprestr, also known as Juan Miguel Esteban Alfredo de Valencia, was bestowed the Oerthan Order of 



Grace.  Master Rodrigo de Reinosa was then called forward and recognized with the Order of the Orion 

Or for his skill in target archery.  In addition, Lord Rin McCray was recognized with the Order of the Prin-

cess’ Patrons for his work in crafting largess.  Last, but not least, Delphine de Grenada was acknowl-

edged with an Award of Arms for her continued service to the Society for Creative Anachronism, the 

Kingdom of the West, and the Principality of Oertha. 

The Princes of the Mists, Tuomas & Snorri, also had some business in court; taking the opportunity to 

recognize another individual who was of great service to them and who was not present at the Evening 

Court on Saturday.  Rosalinda Lopez was called forward and presented the Order of the Pegasus, an 

award given to youth whose service and behavior are exemplary. 

Prince Duncan also had a presentation for His Highness of the Mists: a gift of a fox fur in which to help 

keep the Prince warm during the rest of his stay in the lands of Oertha.  The gift was well received by the 

Prince of the Mists. 

After the awards and presentations; Their Highnesses of Oertha gave final words to the assembled pop-

ulace.  With the end of Their court in sight it was here that Prince Duncan and Princess Violet once 

again thanked everybody for a memorable and enjoyable reign.  It was also here that they made the offi-

cial announcement that in the Summer they would be leaving the lands of the Principality of Oertha but, 

Their Highnesses assured the populace, they would always be Oerthans at heart. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prince Duncan and Princess Violet of Oertha address the populace.  Photograph by Halfdan Ôzurrson.  January 21, 2018. 



Before the transfer of the Coronets to Their Heirs; the court of Prince Duncan and Princes Violet had to 

be released.  Members of the Prince and Princesses court, such as the guards, the champions, and the 

ladies of the chamber, were released as the time for a new Prince and Princess was upon them.  Words 

of thanks and praise were given to all individuals for their works and efforts in helping Prince Duncan 

and Princess Violet during Their reign. 

It was here, according to tradition, that Duke Skeggi and the Honorable Lady Kharakan, Lord and Lady 

Borealis, came into court in a procession and were proclaimed the Prince and Princess of Oertha and 

crowned accordingly.  From there, the swearing of Fealty from Peers, Officers, and the populace com-

menced.  Afterwards, Prince Skeggi and Princess Kharakan swore fealty to the King and Queen of the 

West. 

From there, several members of the populace were asked to join in the court of Prince Skeggi and Prin-

cess Kharakhan taking up important positions that would help make the running of the Court that much 

easier.  Princess’ Guards, Ladies of the Chamber, Champions, and Captains were announced and 

gratefully accepted by those called before Their Highnesses. 

Prince Skeggi of Oertha took the opportunity to thank the populace of Oertha and made known some of 

his plans for Their reign.  It was here too, toward the end of the court, that Prince Skeggi made known 

that instead of “Huzzah,” commonly heard at the end of a proclamation or award, that he preferred 

“sounds of joy” and hoped to hear it often during his reign as Prince of Oertha. 

One item of business had been forgotten in the final court of Duncan and Violet, and the two asked 

Prince Skeggi and Princess Kharakan if they would be able to acknowledge a member of the populace 

with Their Highnesses consent.  It was here that Sir Kenric Maur was awarded the Shield of Chivalry as 

his skill, prowess, and chivalry were evident especially during their reign.  Prince Skeggi and Princess 

Kharahkan agreed and the shield was passed unto Sir Kenric Maur. 

Viscount Sir Duncan ap Llywellyn had one final piece of business before court that day, asking upon 

Prince Skeggi to reaffirm his earlier proclamation that Potatoes would, indeed, be considered a period 

food item.  Prince Skeggi, in his munificence, reaffirmed the proclamation.  His Majesty, King Hans, was 

asked for a proclamation as well in which he agreed.  Congratulations to potatoes being a period food 

item for, at least, another reign. 

An emissary from the Kingdom of An Tir, Prince Skeggi’s homeland, gave kind words of congratulations 

as well as a gift showing the good will from the people of the Kingdom of An Tir.  The gift was well re-

ceived by Their Highnesses. 

With the Principality court concluded; the Court of the King and Queen of the West took place.  The King 

and Queen of the West, Hans and Helga, called forward Master Sextus Valerius Crusillus who was be-

stowed the Rose Leaf by the hands of the Queen herself.  This award is given to individuals who excel 

at the arts and sciences and is one of the three leaves of achievement in the Kingdom of the West. 

From there, Viscount Nathan Hartman was asked to join the Queen’s Guards—a great honor in the 

lands of the Principality of Oertha.  Additionally, Lord Sevastian Agafangilovich Golytsin and Lady Gisla 

Œðikollr were summoned in court and were asked to join the ranks of the Queen’s Artisans. 



The Order of the Western Lily is bestowed to those individuals that the Crown finds deserving of great 

honor for both their individual accomplishments and for constant contributions to teaching others their 

skill and knowledge of the arts, sciences, and other activities that strengthen and enhance the Kingdom.  

The Crowns of the West saw it fitting to recognize Lord Sevastian Agafangilovich Golytsin with this great 

honor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord Sevastian Agafangilovich Golytsin is inducted into the Order of the Western Lily.   

Photograph by Halfdan Ôzurrson.  January 21, 2018. 



There was a presentation to Their Majesties in court as well.  A signed charter was presented to the 

King and Queen of the West with forty-five signatures, collected in two days, asking that the Guild 

of the Silver Spindle be reactivated in the Kingdom of the West.  The King and Queen, astonished 

with so many interested people and in such a short amount of time, agreed that the Guild should be 

reactivated within the kingdom. 

Viscountess Violet Tailyeaour was then called before Their Majesties and offered a Rose Leaf; one 

of the Achievements within the Kingdom of the West and the one that recognizes expertise in the 

arts and sciences. 

Before the end of court, Master Rodrigo de Reinosa was called forward and admitted into the Royal 

Missile Company—an award granted to those who excel in the use of archery and other forms of 

missile weaponry in both times of peace and times of war.  The award grants the title of Yeoman of 

the West and is a great honor to receive.  Master Rodrigo de Reinosa would join Viscount Fergus 

mac Thomais as the second to receive this award in the Principality of Oertha. 

The end of court also saw the end of the event.  Travelers packed their belongings, braving the bit-

ter cold weather to race out to waiting vehicles, and before leaving gave hugs and handshakes to 

those who they might not see until the next Principality event. 

A wonderful time was had by all, and while it was very cold outside; the hearts of Oerthans warm 

any event that they attend.  Coronets are special times where all the Principality of Oertha can 

come together to celebrate, to rekindle friendships, and to have fun.  This Winter Coronet was no 

different and one that will be fondly remembered for many years to come. 

The Selviergard Associated Press 



 



Photos in this edition of the DragonTale Courtesy of: 

Halfdan Ozurrson  

If you are interested in submitting photos to the Dragon tale 

email your submissions to m.elizabeththompson@yahoo.com 

no later than the 15th of each month.  
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Chronicler:  Delphine de Grenada (Elizabeth Thompson)   
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Gold Key:  Nemonna Vicana (Bobbie Sampson)  
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